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question in the event of which he is immediately 
interested,” etc. : re 

The SPEAKER stated that, in his opinion, the 
rule did not apply to the case now before the 
House. 

The question being on the passage of the resolu- 


tion 
Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. a 
The Cierx was proceeding in the call, when 
Mr. CRABB asked to be excused from voting. 
The SPEAKER said, that ihe gentleman should 
have asked leave before the call was commenced. 
Mr. CRABB replied that he did arise for that 


purpose. ; 

Mr. BRIGGS asked Mr. Crass his reasons for 
making that request: 

Mr. CRABB remarked that he was one of those 
who left their homes in time to arrive here before 
the commencement of the session, but he had been 
detained on the way by the storm. He believed 
that the rale of the House, referred to by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, excluded him from voting, 
although the Speaker had decided otherwise. 

The question was then taken on excusing Mr. 
Crass from voting, and decided in the negative 
—ayes 51, noes 94. 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and passed in the affirmative—yeas 100, nays 48. 

DEATH OF JUDGE BARBOUR. 

Mr. BANKS laid the following letter before the 
House: 

Waszinarton, Feb. 26, 1841. 

Sin: As the Representative of the district in which 
our lamented brother, Judge Barzour, resided, I 
enclose you a copy of the funeral ceremonies which 
have been determined upon. 

I am, sir, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 


R. B. TANEY. 
Hon. Linn Bangs, 


House of Representatives. 


Order of the funeral ceremonies attending the removal 
of the remains of the Hon. P. P. Barzour, late 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States: 

The Judges of the Supreme Court, with its offi- 
cers, and the Judges of the Courts of the District, 
with the members of the bar, will assemble at two 
o'clock to-day, at Mrs. Turner’s (Pennsylvania 
avenue,) and thence attend the remains of the de- 
ceased, to the room of the Supreme Court, where 
the usual services will be performed by the Chap- 
lains of Congress; and where the President, the 
Heads of the Departments, the Senators and Re- 
presentatives in Congress, the members of the Fo- 
reign Legations, and citizens and strangers, are re- 
quested to aitend. After which the procession will 
move, in the above order, to the steamboat wharf, 
where the remains of the deceased will be embark- 
a with proper eee in order to be conveyed 

0 his country seat, in Orange county, Virgini 

aie ee ge county, Virginia, for 

Mr. BANKS arose and said: 

Mr. Srgaxenr: I do not rise for the purpose of 
interrupting the business of the House, but to an- 
nounce the death of the Hon. Pair P. Barzour, 
late a Judge of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. In the performance of this painful duty, 
(said Mr. B.) no language which I possess is ade- 
quate to portray the virtues, talents, and the dis- 
tinguished public services of the individual whose 
loss we are now called upon to deplore. In all his 
relations, whether in public or in private, he stood 
pre-eminent for bis high honor, and his incorrupti- 
ble integrity. Whether in the halls of legislation, 
or engaged in expounding the laws of his own State, 
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or of the Union, he was always prompt, impartial, 
and able. In 1812, when war was declared against 
Great Britain—the second Declaration of Inde- 
pendence-—when the political horizon was darken- 
ed o’er with portentous clouds—Judge Barzour 
was elected a member of the Legislature of Virgi- 
nia from his native county of Orange. He served 
his constituents at this important crisis of our histo- 
ry with distinguished ability in sustaining the inte- 
rest, the honor, and the glory of his country. In 
the month of May, 1814, he was elected a member 
of the Heuse of Representatives of the United 
Siates, and served from that time, without inter- 
mission, and with the entire approbation of hiscon- 
stituents, until 1825. During that eventful period, 
he was the Speaker of this House from December, 
1821, to March, 1823. 1n 1825he was elected by the 
Legislature of Virginia, a Judge of the General 
Court of that State; the duties of which station he 
discharged with great ability and to the satisfaction 
of all parties interested. 

In 1827, Judge Barsour was called upon by 
some of his old friends in the Congressional Dis- 
trict in which he resided, to become a candidate for 
Congress. He promptly obeyed the call, and forth- 
with resigned his judicial station, and was again 
elected to Congress without opposition. He served 
until the end of the first session of the 2lst Con- 
gress, in 1830, when he was appointed a judge of 
the federal court for the Eastern district of Vir- 
ginia. He continued to discharge the duties of 
that office until 1836; at which time he received 
the appointment of Associate Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. 

Jadge Barsour wasa me.nber of the Convention 
which assembled in Virginia in 1829, to amend 
the Constitution of that State, and was president of 
the Convention, which contained some of the most 
distinguished men of Virginia, among whom were 
Judge Marsnatt, James Mapison, James Mon- 
nor, Wm. B. Gites, Lirrteron W. Tazewett, 
and others of distinguished abilities. 

I have attempted, Mr. Speaker, to give a brief 
epitome of the public stations voluntarily bestowed 
upon Paitie P. Barsour by his countrymen. I 
say voluntarily, because he was one of those high- 
minded and honorable men who never sought office. 
His high and commanding talents and virtues made 
him one of Virginia's most distingui-hed sons. In 
the discharge of all the high duties devolved upon 
him, his course was marked with great ability; 
and, above all, his motives of action were never 
suspected. He was connected with a mume- 
rous train of friends and relatives, and be- 
loved by all. If he had an enemy on earth, he did 
not know it. No man stood higher than Judge 
Barzour for his purity of character, and his high 
and ennobling virtues. No language can describe 
them. He was a kind, tender, and affectionate hus- 
band, father, and friend, and a humane master. 

I can only say, in cenelusion, that his sudden 
death admonishes us all ef the sacred volume, 
which declares that “in the midst of life we are in 
death.” . . 

I move you, Mr. Spgaxer, that the House adopt 
the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the House have learned with deep 
sensibility the decease of the Hon. Pamer P. 
Barzour, for many years a member, and late 
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 
United States, and at the time of his death an as- 
sociate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
Siates, which melanchely event took place sud- 
denly in the city of Washington on the 24th of 
February, instant; and that,as a mark of the re- 
spect entertained for the memory of the deceased, 
this House will adjourn at two o'clock this day, for 
the purpose of attending the funeral of the de- 
cease, and will at four o’clock of the same day re- 
assemble in the hall of the House for she despach 
of the public business. 

Mr. WISE, after cordially uniting in the senti- 
ments just uttered, expressed his regret that Mr. 
Banks had not consulted with his colleagues before 
he offered his resolution, With all due respect, 
Mr. Wise said he could not vote for it, for the 
reason that a mightier man hin Judge Barsour 
had fallen, and whose death was not evea an- 
nounced to the House. He meant the illustrious 
father of the judiciary, Joun Marnsuatt. He 
would ask his colleague to withdraw the resolu- 
tion, and not compel bim to vote against it. 

Mr. BANKS said it so happened that, at the 
time Judge MarsHatt died, Congress was not in 
session, nor was the Supreme Court in session; be- 
sides, the event took place in anoiher city. The 
Supreme Court was now in session, and the Se- 
nate had adopted a similar resojution unani- 
mously. Mr. B. paid a high compliment to the 
talents and virtues of Chief Justice Maasuact, and 
said there was no man to whose memory he would 
more cheerfully pay a tribute of respect. Mr. B. 
remarked that when the death of the Hon. Wma. 
Wirt was announced to this body, although he 
was at that time a private citizen, the Hlouse, on 
motion of the venerable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Apams,] adjourned. Mr. B, stated 
that he had consulted with several of his colleagues, 
but having just received the communication from 
the Chief Justice, it had not been in his power to 
consult with Mr. Wise. He hoped this explana- 
tion would be satisfactory. 

Tae resolution was then adopted. 

DEFECTIVE LAND PATENTS. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, by general con- 
sent the House took up the following bill, intro- 
duced by him on the 17th instant, viz: 

A BILL to confirm land patents. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Repre- 
entatives of the United States of America in Congresss 
assembled, That all patents fcr public lands, which 
have been issued from the General Lind Office 
since the passing of the act, entitled “‘An act for 
the establishment of a General Land Oifice in the 
department of the Treasury,” passed on the 25th 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
in the name of the President of the United States, 
instead of being ‘‘in the name of the Uaited States,” 
as prescribed in the eighth section of said act; and 
all patents for public lands, which have been issued 
from the said General Land Office since the passing 
of the act entitled “An act to reorganize the Gene- 
ral Land Office,” passed the fourthday of July,one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and which 
have been countersigned by the Recorder of the 
General Land Office, or other person acting in his 
stead, instead of being countersigned by the Com- 
missioner of the Gent ral Land Office, as prescribed 
in the act of the twenty-fifth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve; and aii patents 
which have been issued from said General Land Of- 
fice since jhe passing of the act entitled “An act pr2- 
scribing the mode by which patents for public lands 
shall be signed and executed,” passed the second day 
ef Mareb, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
three,and which have been ee bya — — 
duly appointed, parsuant to provisions 

aon aoe or written name of the Presi- 


Gent prefixed to the personal signatare of such se- 
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cretary, in the execution of such patents, notwith- 
standing the name of the President may not have 
been Written personally by the secretary, shall be 
deemed, taken, and held good and valid patents in 
law, and Shall have ail the force and effect to pass 
fromthe United States to the patentee or patentces 
naged in such patent-, respectively, their heirs, ex- 
ecators; administrators, and assigns, the lands de- 
seribed therein, as though, in each and all the re- 
»pects before enumerated, ihe patents, in their form 
and manner of execution, hat conformed to the re- 
quirementt of law. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the passing of this act, it shall be the daty of 
the Recorder of the General Land Office, in addi- 
tion to the duties new required of him by law, to 
countersign all patents issued from said office, io- 
stead of the same being countersigned by the Com. 
missioner, as required by the eighth sectioa of the 
act entitled “An act for the establishment of a 
General Land Office in the Department of the 
Treasury,” passed the twenty-fifih day of April, 
one thousand eight bundred and twelve. 

Tie bill was then engrossed for a third reading, 
and was read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
House resolved itself into a Commitiee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. McKay in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the 

NAVAL SERVICE FOR THE VEAR 1841. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
SALTONSTALL, to strike out $1,425,000 “for increase, 
repair, armament, and equipment of the navy, and 
wear and tear of vessels in commission,” and in- 
sert $2,000 000; and the amendment to the amead- 
ment, submitied by Mr. Matcory, as follows: 
**$500,000 of which sum shall be expended in 
building and equipping war steamers of medium 
8 ze.” 

Mr. MARVIN, being entitled to the floor, spoke 
at some length in favor of the amendments pend- 


ing. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL followed, and replied to 
the objections which had been urged against his 
amendment. He said if the gentleman [Mr. Mat- 
LoRY}] who had moved the additional amendment 
on last evening, would alter it so as to ipsert 
$400,000, instead of $500,000, he (Mr. 8.) would 
accept it as a modification of his own. 

Mr. MALLORY acceding to the request, his 
amendment was accepted by Mr. SaLTonsTaLt asa 
modification. 

The hour of two having arrived, the House, in 
pursuance of the resolution of Mr. Banks, ad- 
yourned until 4 o’clock. 





[EVENING SESSION. ] 

At four o'clock, p. m. the House met. 

After some debate of a conversational charac- 
as. to the propriety of ordering a call of the 
House, 

On motion of Mr. JONES ef Virginia, the 
House resolved itse!f into a Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union, (Mr. McKay in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question pending was on the modified amend- 
mentof Mr. Sactonstatt, to strike out “$1,425,- 
00(-for increase, repair, armanent, and equipment 
of the. navy, and wear and tear of vessels in com- 
mission,” and insert “$2,400,060, of which sum 
$400,000 shail be expended in building and equip- 

ing war steamers of medium size.” 

Mr.. WELLER being entitled to the floor, made 
some remarks expressive of his regret that mem- 
bers of both parties did, at this late period of the 
session, think prceper \o spin out the debates of a 
party character to such a length. He alluded more 
especially ‘to the prevalence of that evil after gen- 
tlemen had been to dinner, and mentioned some 
instane:s, when, on the previous evening, the 
House had heard a display of eloquence which 
could not have been displayed before dinner. 

Mr. W. then proceeded to reply to the speech of 
his .colieague [Mr. Mason] on yesterday. That 
gentleman, said Mr. W. told us there was no mo- 
pey in the Treasury, and then, in the same breath, 
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said he was willing to vote large sums for the 
navy. 

Mr. W. went on to shew, ina very forcible man- 
ner, that the charges of his colleague and other 
members in relation to a neglect of the navy, were 
without foundation. He showed that the navy 
had been materially increasedjsince 1829, and that 
since that period the active force of our navy had 
been doubled. After some further remarks, which 
will appear hereaiter, Mr. W. said that having 
given facts to show that the charges of gentlemen 
were erroneous, he would make an appea! to all 
parties to allow the question to be taken at once. 

Mr. FLOYD said he wished to state very briefly 
his objections to this proposition of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sattonstau] to increase 
the appropriations for the naval service, half a 
million of dollars beyond the amount deemed sufli- 
cient by the Seerciary of the Navy, and which had 
been reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. He regretted that the proprie'y or impro- 
priety of ihis amendment could not have been dis- 
cussed upon its merits without the disparaging re- 
marks upon the present condition of the navy, in 
which some gentleman had indulged, and which 
they had appeared toconsider necessary ia urging this 
amendment upon the committee. He would not 
proclaim his attachment to this proud arm of our 
national defence, nor would be build a man of 
straw, to show his prowess in demolishing him, by 
supposing that there was a man upon this floor 
opposed to the navy. Upon other subjects we 
may have sectioval feclings of iaterest or may 
be influenced by State pride—one may boast of his 
Banker hill—another of the plains of Saratoga— 
another of Yorktown—buat ail, all, glory in the 
achievements of our navy, and all here, he bad no 
doubt, were ready and willing to make sush liberal 
appropriations as would sustain its honor and i's 
efficiency. 

But he would bring to this and every other sub- 
ject under the control of Congress the same wise 
and prudent principles which are applicable to the 
ordinary affairs of life—and those principles re- 
quired that in making this appropriation, regard 
should be-~had to other and equally urgent 
claims upon the public Treasury, and to the pro- 
bable amount of revenue for the coming year. 
Mr. F. asked if those who urged this increave of 
half a million, were aware that the bill already 
appropriated five millions and a quarter for the 
naval service? And was this a niggardly appro- 
priation? Was it not libera!, considering that it 
amounted to one quarter of the whole estimated re- 
venue for tbe current year, and considering, too, 
the other duties which this Government is bound 
to discharge? This amount is deemed sufficient by 
the officers of the Government, who have the best 
means of forming an opinion upon this subject, 
acd Mr. F. believed that with economy and good 
diseretion in its disbursement, it would be found am- 
ple to sustain the Naval Department in all its neces- 
sary operations, and give a respectable increase to 
our naval force. 

Sir, said Mr. F. notwithstanding the reflections 
which have been cast upon our navy, [ insist that it 
has performed every duty which has been required 
of it, and has answered every beneficial object of 
its establishment. Onr commerce has beer pro- 
tected on every sea. In the single instance of insult 
to our seamen which hes occurred in many years, 
and that by a barborous people, chastisement was 
promptly and effectually administered, and redress 
demanded and obtained; and at this moment the 
lightest shallop that dare venture her frail sides 
upon the mountain wave may fold her wings in 
safety in every portof the civilized world under 
the simple protection of the stars and stripes. 

I deny, said Mr. F. that cur fleg has been 
insulted again-and again for want of an efficient 
maritime force, as has been alleged by the honora- 
ble member from Maine [Mr. Smita] We have 
heard rumors, it is true, recently, of detention of 
several vessels by British cruisers on the coast of 
Africa, but we have heard but one side of the 
story. These matters are proper subjects of inqui- 
ry by our Government; and if these detentions 
were without excuse, they are proper subjects fer a 
demand for redress. Bat there may be palliating 


circumstances. These vessels may have been 
found under suspicious circumstances, though, in 
fact, driving a legal traffic. It should be remem. 
bered that the detentions complained of were made 
upon the African coast by the vessels of England 
stationed there for the suppression cf the slave 
trade—a most honorable undertaking, in which | 
hope she may be eminently success{u!. She has 
reaped profit enough from her unjust aggressions 
in other parts of the world io enable her to be hu- 
mane where she can gather nothing by conquest. 
Africa offers nothing to her rapacity but flesh and 
blood, of which she has already more than she can 
well take care of; and, therefore, affords a proper 
field for the exhib tion of a national virtue, because 
there is no \emptation to be unjust. 

Complaint has also beea made that, during the 
recent difficulties between Great Britain and China, 
our nation was’ not properly represented, nor 
our commerce protected in the Chinese seas by 
our vessels of war. Why,sir, do not gentlemen 
know that representa‘ions were made here by those 
interested in the Chinese trade, that it was inex- 
pedient to send a fleet there; that American inte. 
rests there were in no danger; that our merchant- 
men were profiting by the troubles between Eng- 
land and China; and that aa armed force there 
might do more harm than good, by exciting the jea- 
lousy or suspicions of thet peculiar people? Sir, 
said Mr. F. gentlemen are mistaken. Our flag is 
known, and is respected wherever a_ vessel 
ean float in the known world, and it is re- 
lated of the late Sultan that before he knew any 
thing else of America, he acknowledged he had 
“heard of a fellow with a biue jacket who had 
flogged John Bull on the ocean.” 

Our present navy consists of sixty-tight sail, of 
which thirty-six are now in commission. Will 
any one say that this is not enough for a peace es- 
tablishmeni?_ The Secreiary of the Navy informs 
us that it has been found sufficient for ali the pur- 
poses of a navy in time of peace; and the sum of 
six bundred thousand dollars of the naval appro- 
priation of last year remains unexpended because 
it was considered unnecessary. 

Gentlemen have compared our navy with that of 
Great Britain. Sir, it is not to be expected, nor is 
it desirable, that cur navy should equal that of 
Great Britain. We have no colonies to keep in 
awe—we have no negotiations which it is necessary 
to conduct under the influence of a large fleet—we 
have no entangling alliances to guard, nor are we 
surrounded by ambitious States, ever ready to take 
advantage of any moment of apparent weakness. 
The material of which our naval force must be 
composed, is now employed ia more profitable 
avocations than the public service. Oar navy 
must grow with a necessity for anavy. Napo- 
leon’s wars made Napoleon's marshals; and when 
the naval service offers the proper inducements, in 
the shape of pay or of honor, a force can be ga- 
thered from your coasters, your fishing vessels, and 
your merchantmen, such as the world has never 
yet seen for bravery, enterprise, and every quality 
which can ensure the honor and safety of our coun- 
try. In a young and peaceful nation like ours, 
where every avenue of business is more inviting 
than the public service, it is not surprising that 
the naval spirit should fall* somewhat to decay. 
What inducement has a man of ability and enter- 
prise who can earn his bread in any other way, to 
embark for a three years’ voyage in a man of war, 
to leave behind nearly ell the attachments of life, 
to endure, as Dr. Johnson says, all the privations 
of a prison, with the additional risk of being 
drowned. But the naval spirit “is not dead, it 
sleepeth;” and the first gun which shall boom across 
the water, will awake it, refreshed and invigorated, 
“like a strong man to run a race.” 

Another reason has been urged, said Mr. F. why 
this amendment should pass, and that is the pre- 
sent state of our foreign relations and the possi- 
bility or probability of a war. He considered this 
entitled to less consideration than any other which 
had been mentioned. It was conceded that we were 
in no danger of collision with any power except 
England, and he would imagine no such exttemi- 
ty of folly inthe year 1841,as it would. be on the 
partof Great Britain to declare war against the 
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United States. What is and has been the national 
policy of Great Britain? Why, sir, to tatk of 
glory and to fight for gaia—and surely there 1s 
nothing in this couatry which can excite her 
cupidity; which would pay the cost of tak- 
ing. What must be the inevitable, to say nothing 
of the probable, consequences of such{a war? 
Sir, put down the ce.tain and immediate loss 
of her North American Colonies—the destrac- 
tion of her manufactares, by cutting off th: 
supply of the raw material whieh gives her opera- 
tives employment, the destruction of the best mar- 
ket for her manufactured articles; add to this, that 
she suspends, perhaps extinguishes, a debt due to 
her citizens, it is said, of some two handred mil- 
lions of doilars. Besides, sir, bas she no unsettled 
questions with her European neighbors; or, if there 
are none, may they not be raised when her neigh- 
bors think a favorable opportanity_occurs for a suc- 
cessful nogotiation? Is not France almost “sick of 
acalm?” is she not her “natural enemy?” and does 
she not now possess the abundant means, as she ever 
bas had the inclination, for an encounter with Eng- 
jand? Has not Russia, in her eastern progress, alrea- 
dy reached the confines of the British possessions? 
But, aside from all these collateral considerations, 
what can England gain by a war with ns? No- 
thing, sir, nothing. The utmost she can do is, the 
destruction, perhaps, at the onset, of some maritime 
towns, which would not weaken our ability by the 
strength of a single man, or the value of a single 
dollar; as to conquering a foot of American soil, 
no man in his senses ever thinks of it. Sir, said 
Mr. F. I have but glanced at a few of the conside- 
rations which, in my opinion, show that we are in 
no danger of a war with Europe; and all 
these things she knows, as well as we do; 
she knows our strength and our resources; she 
knows thata war begun is not to be endedina 
day; she hashad a “‘taste of our gifts’ in the Re- 
volution, and again in the Jast war; and within the 
last few years, she has seen a specimen of the 
stuff of which American mililia are composed, 
which will not suffer by a comparison with Burker 
Hill or the San Jacinto. I allude to that most un- 
fortanate occurrence, the battle at Windmill Point. 

Let me add, Mr. F. continned, that in my opi- 
nion there is not, and has not been, any cause 
for collision between the two countries. The cor- 
respondence between the two Governments on the 
questions at issue, which has been carried on both 
here andat London, is, in my opinion, in all re- 
specis creditable to the present Administration. 
And notwithstanding the edium which a reckless 
party has sought to heap upon the Execative for 
pusillanimity,for cowering before the British lion, I 
was pleased to hear my honorable colleague, [Mr. 
Grancer,] but a day or twoago, express his appro- 
bation of the negotiations as conducted by this Go- 
vernment. Oa this subject all has been done which 
the honor of the country'required; and I shall be 
content if the coming Administration do as well. 
Again, it is argued that the reportof the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, lately made to the House, is 
calculated to produce dissatisfaction on the part of 
the Eaglish Government. 1 have read that report, 
and I approve of it—it speaks out boldly in terms 
worthy of the nation, and will, I doubt not, finda 
hearty response in the bosom sf every patriot in 
the country, and especially among those on the 
Northern frontier, who feel the deepest interest in 
the questions discussed in that report. The lan- 
guage of that report, said Mr. F. falls far bebind, 
in spirit and foree, the language of the public press 
on the frontier, where the public mind has been 
most excited on this subject. True it is, sir, that 
much of that excitement has been created by politi- 
cal demagogues for the basest party purposes, and 
when the debate took place here on the motion to 
priat that report, and my honorable colleagues 
from Erie and Ontario objected to the violence of 
its language, it occurred to me that those whoce 
friends had rode into power upon the whirlwind, 
already began to tremble, lest, now that they are 
about to assume the reins of Government, they 
should be unable to direct the storm. 

Ishall mention, continued Mr. F. but one other 
reason why I shall vote against this increase of the 
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the recent election as if it had not taken place. 
The people were told that the expenses of the Go- 
vernment were too great; and if the gentlemen of 
the successful party have forgotten the pledges of 
retrenchment they made before the election, I have 
not; and I assure them that so far as my vote is 
ce ncerned, both in this Congress and the next, 
“the economy they teach I will execute, and it 
shall go hard, bat I will better the instruction.” 

Mr. JONES of Virginia observed that after the 
able speech of the gentleman who had preceded 
him, it would be hardly necessary for him to say a 
word. He would, nevertheless, submit a few facts 
by way of correcting the erroneous impression 
which was likely to be made on the pablic mind, 
by the remarks of gen'lemen who considered the 
navy had been neglected. After noticing the va- 
rious and contradictory statements which had been 
given by members of the Opposition in relation to 
the condition of our navy, Mr. J. referred to au- 
thentic documents to show what was the actual 
condition of that branch of the public defence, and 
that it was not in the “ruinous and dilapidated” 
condition as was represented. 

Mr. J. then read from official documents to show 
tqat we had now twerty-six vessels in commission, 
and that these twenty-six were so arranged as to 
afford an effectual protection to the commerce of 
the country. 

After showing the great and gradual increase of 
the navy for the last fifteen years, Mr. J. said he 
referred te those facts to show that much had been 
done to strengthen this arm of our national defence, 
and that a larger amount of money had been ap- 
propriated than was thought necessary to be used. 

He then called atiention to the preparations made 
by the Navy Department so as to put itin the 
power of Government, in ease of emergency, to 
bring into service almost any amount of vessels 
that might be required. 

Gentlemen appeared to have lost sight of the fact 
that contracts had been entered into by the Depart- 
ment for frame-timbers of a great number of ves- 
sels, which frame-timbers were seasoning and be- 
ing prepared in a proper shape, ready to be put to- 
gether when required. From the document ap- 
pended to the report, it would be seen that contracts 
had been made for frame-timbers for . 

15 ships of the line, 

18 frigates, 

15 sloops of war, 

9 steamers, 

9 brigs and schooners, 
besides copper, iron, &c. 

Here, thep, was the wood seasoning and being 
prepared in a proper shape, ready for putting toge- 
ther this great force, whenever an emergency might 
arise. 

Mr. J. then read from the report to show what 
number of the above were actually complete and 
required nothing more than putting together. This, 
in addition to the increase of the navy during the 
last ten years, would exhibit a state of preparation 
which certainly could not have been borne in mind 
by the gentlemen who had addressed the committee. 

Mr. PICKENS said it was his intention to vote 
in the first instance for the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Matiory] and then to 
have voted against the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Savronstat,] as 
amended. He had intended to do that because, at 
this time, he felt it his duty te go agaicst all fur- 
See aces than $1,425,000, as reported in 
the bill. 

‘The CHAIR observed that there was but one 
amendment then pending, that of the gentleman 
from Virginia, having been accepted by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, as a modification. 

Mr. PICKENS said he would then vote against 
the whele proposition to amend, as he considered 
$1,400,000 amply sufficient for all practical pur- 
poses, at the present time. He protested against 
any action being bad with a view to a contingency, 
or any legislation being based on the expectation 
ofa war. If that were the real aspect of things, 
the sum proposed by the amendment would be a 
mere bagatelle; instead of sueh a paltry amount, 
they would want millions; and he, in such a ‘state 
of things, would be ready to vote for ten millions, 


instead of $1,425,000. But, at present, he did not 
desire any thing to be done which looked towards 
war. There was no necessity for it. 

Mr. J. went on to say that when the proper time 
should arrive for a frevision of the tanff, he then 
would pledge himself to go with gentlemen of the 
North for such a tax as should be amply sufficient 
for every want of the country. But let gentlemen 
want until the time sheuld arrive, for he protested 
against this legislation by piecemeal, At this late 
period of the session, now that four days ¢nly re- 
mained, we were not prepared to do justice to the 
subject referred to by the mover of the amendment. 
But if any thing should cccur, which mighf lead to 
a war, he trusted that an extra session would be 
called, and that then, whea the case shouid actually 
exist, they would act likea free people. But at 
present he would raise his voice sgainst any le 
gislation looking towards a war. 

Mr. HAWES, afier some remarks, offered the 
following amendment: 

“* Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy may, if 
he may deem it expedient, disburse two hundred thon- 
sand dollars of said sum in the construction of two 
steam ships of such size as will pass the outer bar 
of the Mississippi; said ships to be built at Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, and Louisville, Kentacky; and said 
steam ships to be built by contract, or otherwise, 
as said Secretary may order.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. WICK, 
PROFFIT, and SMITH of Indiana, 

The amendment was then mod: fied at the sugges- 
tion of Messrs GRAVES, W. C. JOHNSON, and 
PROFFIT, as follows: 

“Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy may, 
if he may deem it expedient, disburse two hundred 
thousand dollars of said sum in the construction of 
two steam ships of such size as will pass the outer 
bar of the Mississippi; said ships to be built at Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, at Louisville, Kentacky, or Coving- 
ton, Kentucky, or New Albany, Indiana, or Padu- 
cah, Kentucky, or any other place or places on the 
Obio or Mississippi rivers, if he believes the public 
service will thereby be promoted; said steamships 
to be built by contract or otherwise, as the said Sc- 
crelary may order.” 

After some remarks by Messrs. WM. COST 
JOHNSON, PROFFIT, THOMPSON of Missis- 
sippi, MALLORY, W. THOMPSON, GRAVES, 
and BRECKENRIDGE, 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
disagreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted the following amend- 
ment : 

“And in case the Government of Great Britain 
svall build any naval armaments for any of the 
lakes or rivers separating the United States from 
the Canadas, then it shall be the duty of this Go- 
vernment to build vessels on cur side of at least a 
corresponding size; and so much of the money 
hereby appropriated as may be necessary, shall be 
applied to that object.” 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. RIVES submitted the following; whick was 
also ruled out ef order: au 

“Provided, however, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall have authority to employ an amount 
out of said sum, not exceeding $10,000, in testing 
the utility of the inventions of Messrs. Hunter and 
Hobdy fer propelling steam vessels.” 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. SaLronstTaL, as modified by Mr. Matiory, 
as follows: 

“For increase, repair, armament, and equipment 
of the navy, and wear and tear of vessels in com- 
tnission, $2 000,000; $500,000 of which sum shalt 
be expended in building and equipping war steamers 
of medium size,” and decided in the negative— 
ayes 62, noes 67. 

The item “for medicines and surgical instru- 
ments, hospital stores, and other expenses on ac- 
count of the sick. $30,000,” having been read, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD mored to amend the item, 
by adding: : 

“Por payment of debts ccntracted in te pur- 
chase of sites for the erection of marine hospitals, 
under the act of March 3, 1837, to those individaais 
who have actually conveyed their property to the 
United States, ———- dollars."’ 
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After some remarks by Messrs. GRAVES, UN- 
DERWOOD, and MALLORY, 
The CHAIR decided the amendment out of or- 


der. 
Mr. GRAVES appealed from the decision of the 


Chair. 

Mr. CHAPMAN cf Alabama moved that the 
committee rise; but the motion did not prevail. 

The question was‘aboutto be taken, Shall the 
decision of the Cain stand as the judgment of the 
House? when 

Mr. GRAVES withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved that the committee rise; 
buat no quorum voting, 

The question was taken by tellers, who reported 
~~ayes 25, noes 94: no quorum. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVBS, the commitice rose 
and reported that fact to the House. 

rie MONROE then moved a cal! of the Honse, 
ao 

The question was taken by tellers, who reported 
—ayes 34, noes 75. 

No quorum voting, and the House refusing to 
have a call, 

Mr. BEATTY moved that the Honse adjourn; 

And the garstion being taken, there appeared— 
yeas 39, nays 92. 

A quorum being now present, the House again 
went back into Comm tiee of the Whole. 

Mr. GRAVESthen offered the following asa 
modification of Mr. Unnerwoop’s amendment. 

“And that the sum of thirly-eight theusand dol- 
lars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, be, 
and are hereby appropriated, out of which the Se- 
cretary of the Navy is authorized to pay for such 
of the sites, sclected on the Western waters for 
marine hospitals, as have been deeded to the Go 
vernment, with the approval of the Secretary of 
War. 

The CHAIR decided .the amendment to be out 
of order, for the reason that the 50th rate declares 
that ‘no motion or proposition on a subject differ- 
ent from that under consideration shall be admitted 
under color of amendment,” etc. 


Mr. GRAVES appealed frcm the decision of the 
Cuain. 

The qnestion was then taken, ‘ Shall the decision 
of the Cuair stand as the judgment of the House? 
and decided in the affirmative—ayes 97, noes 13— 
no quorum voting. 

Mr. GRAVES moved that that fact be reported 
to the House; but 

A quorum now appearing, 

Mr. GRAVES withdrew his motion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD offered the following amend- 
ment: 

“For the purchase of Raub’s Self-acting Safety 
Valves, to be applied to the boilers of the steam- 
ships heretofore authorized to be built, if in the opi- 
nion of the President such valves should be deemed 
us¢fal.” 

The amendment was disagreed tc. 

The following item was thén read: 

“The improvement and necessary repairs of the 
navy yard*at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, $15,- 

” 

Mr. SALTONSTALL moved to strike out 
$15,000 and insert $25,000; but the motion was ne- 
gatived. 

The next item was read, as fol'ows: 

“For improvement and necessary repairs of the 
navy yard at Charlestowo, Massachusetts, $25,200.” 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved to amend by striking 
out all after the word Massachuseits, and inserting 
“and for the erection of barracks, $55,200.” 

Mr. H. gave notice that, if this motion should 
prevail, he would move to amend similarly all the 
items for the several navy yards; but 

After some remarks by Messrs. JONES of Vir- 
ginia, SALTONSTALL, DOWNING, and REED, 

Mr. HOFFMAN withdrew his amendment for 
the present. 

r. SALTONSTALL moved to amend by strik- 
ing out $25,200 in the same item, and inserting 
$42 000. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

The next item being read, viz: 
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“For improvement and necessary repairs of the 
navy yard at Brooklyn, New York, $46,800.” 

Mr. SALTONSTALL moved to strike out 
$46,800 and insert $78,000; but the amendment 
was hegatived. . 

Mr. SALTONSTALL further moved to strike 
out $5,400 ‘for the improvement and necessacy re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Philadelphia, Pennsylva- 
nia,” and insert $9,000; but the amendment was 
negatived. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL also moved to strike out 
$6 600 for the improvement and necessary repairs 
of the navy yard at Washington, District of Co- 
lumbia, and insert $11,000; and this was likewise 
negatived. 

Mr. MALLORY moved to amend the item ‘for 
improvement and necessary repairs of the navy 
yard at Gosport, Virginia,” by striking out $29,400, 
and inserting $49,000. 

After some remarks by Messrs. MALLORY and 
JONES of Virginia, 

The amendment was rejec'ed. 

Mr. DOWNING then moved to amend the item 
“for improvement and necessary repairs of the 
navy yard near Pensacola, Florida,” by striking 
out $12,000, and inserting $20,000. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. HOFFMAN offered the following: 

‘For the purchase of a site and to commence the 
erection of barracks at Brooklyn, New York, 
$30,000. 

‘‘For the purchase of a site and to commence 
the erection of barracks at Charlestown, Massa- 
chusetts, $30 000. 

“For the purchase of a site and the ereclion of 
barracks at Gosport, Virginia, $30,000. 

“To commence the erection of barracks at Pen- 
sacola, Florida, $10,000.” 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. REED moved to sirike out $1,500 for ne- 
cessary repairs of the hospital building at Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, and insert $5,000, but the 
amendment was decided out of order. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL moved to amend the bill 
by inserting after the sevcnty-ninth line, as fol- 
lows: 

“To commence the erection of barracks in Pen- 
sacola, Florida, $10,000.” 

The CHAIR having decided the amendment out 
of erder, . 

Mr. SALTONSTALL appealed from his deci- 
sion; but 

The question being taken, the decision of the 
Cuair was sustained by the House. 

Mr. MALLORY offered the following amend- 
ment: 

And be it further enacted, That the duties hereto- 
fore discharged by the Commissioners of the Navy 
shall be apportioned as follows, viz: 

The first division shall comprehend whatever re- 
lates to the construction, repairs, equipment, and 
preservation of vessels of war, and the officer pre- 
siding over its administration shall have aitached 
to his bureav, to aid him in the performance of 
his duties— 

A chief naval constructor; 

An engineer qualified to superintend the opera- 
tions of steam; and 

A draughtsman. 

The second division shall comprehend the con- 
struction, repairs, and preservation of al) buildings 
on shore belonging to the navy, or used for naval 
purposes, and generally the superintendence of na- 
vy yards, hospitals, magaznes, and other appen- 
dages to a naval station. This officer shall have 
placed under his direction— 

A captain in the navy, as inspector of ordnance; 

A commander, and two lieutenants and assist- 
ants; 

A commander having charge of charts and in- 
struments for hydrographical purposes; 

Aslieutenant, and two passed midshipmen; 

A civil engineer; and 

A draughtsman. 

The third division shall comprise the purchase, 
manufacture, collection, and distribution of all 
provisions, clothing, and materials of every de- 
scription required for the use of the navy. The 





officer charged with this division shall have placed 
under his direction— 

A surgeon to superintend the purchase ef medi- 
cines, hospital stores, and surgical instruments, and 
to perform such other duties, in connection with 
the medical branch of the service, as may be re- 
quired of him by the Department; and two assist- 
ant surgeons to aid him in their perfo; mance; 

One purser for contracis, and correspondence, for 
slop-clothing, and provisions. 

And be it further enacted, That so much of an act 
approved February 7, 1815, entitled “An act to 
alter and amend the several acts for establishing a 
Navy Department, by adding thereto a Board of 
Commissioners,” as comes within the meaning of 
this act, and is contrary thereto, te, aad the same is 
hereby, repealed. 

The CHAIR decided that under the 76.h rule of 
the House, the amendment was not in order. 

Mr. MALLORY appealed from the decision of 
the Cuair; and 

On the question being taken, Shall the decision 
of the Cxair stand as the judgment of the House? 
It was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the com- 
mittee then rose, and reported the bill to the House. 

The question was then stated, Shall the bill be 
engrossed and read a third time? when 

Mr. EVANS moved various amendments. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired cf the Cuair, 
whether it was in order to < ffer a series of amend- 
ments at one time? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not in order 
to offer more than one amendment at a time, and 
that the amendments offered were not in order. 

From this decision, Mr. EVANS appealed; and 
pending the question on said appeal, 

On motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, at ten o’cleck, 


p.m. 
The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Satorpay, February 27, 1841. 

The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year 1841, was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. STURGEON, one thousand 
extra copies of the annval report of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents were ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the Senate took up 
the “bill to declare the rights of the children of the 
citizens of the United States born abroad;” and, 
after being considered, it was ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, reported a bill fer the relief of the 
administrator of William A. S!acum; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. RUGGLES, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to iniroduce a bill 
granting copy-rights to inventors of designs, &c. 
which was read twice and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memori2l from aciti- 
zen of New Jersey, praying Congress “to adopt 
measures for securing an equitable and adequate 
market for American wheat.” Mr. ‘I’. said that 
the memorial now presented was one of great value 
and importance; it contained an examination and 
expose of the present capacity of the six North- 
western S ates to grow wheat, and the probable in- 
crease of the wheat culture, the want of a foreign 
market for the already surplus production, and 
the consequence of continuing the existing restric- 
tions of foreign Governments upon the introduc- 
tion into their dominions of foreign wheat. It 
also examines the nature, and exposes the effect, of 
the British corn laws upon the revenue of that Go- 
vernment, as well asits effect upon their people, 
showing conclusively that the existence of those 
laws is alike detrimental to the interests of both 
countries. Mr. T. did not expect any action upon 
this important subject at thisla'e period of the ses- 
sion; he would, however, move that it be referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture, and printed; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Delaware, 
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which were laid on the table and ordered to be 
rinted: 
w Tae GeneraL AssemBty or THE State or 
De.tawakE—January session, 1841. 

Resclced by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Delaware in General Assembly met, 
That the cession by the States of Virginia and Ma- 
ryland of the territory of the District of Columbia, 
their grants of money to facilitate the erection of 
suitable buildings and fortifications for the accom- 
modation and security of the President, Congress, 
and the several Departments of the Government, 
and the generous donation of lands by the proprie- 
tors of the soil upon which the city of Washington 
was laid out, and its plan projected, to the United 
States, was highly beneficial, and merited a kind, 
liberal, and generous consideration in retarn. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Legislature, 
the refusal by a majority of Congress to recharter 
the banks of the District of Columbia, was unwise 
and oppressive. 

Resolved, That this Legislature are unwilling to 
believe, with the citizens of Washington and 
Georgetown, that their only chance for good go- 
vernment and prosperty, rests in a retrocession of 
the territory ceded to the United States to the State 
of Maryland, but confidently hope the next, if«not 
the present Congress, will grant them ample redress 
of all their grievauces. 

Resolved, That the people of the District of Co- 
lambia ought to be represented in the Congress of 
the United States; and that measures should be ta- 
ken, a8 Soon as convenienily may be, to bring about 
such a just and desirable end. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions be signed 
by the Speaker of the Senate, and the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and transmitted to 
our Senators and Representatives in Congress, to 
be laid before their respective Houses. 

R. HOUSTON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
CHARLES POLK, 
Speaker of the Senate. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to communicate to the Senate a report of the ex- 
periments made upon the bomb cannon inventéd by 
John Cochran, in conformity with the joint reso- 
lution of April 25, 1840. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committe on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of appropriating a sufficient sum for defraying the 
expenses of the employment of a special agent to 
procure information as to mining and smelting 
lead, copper, and other ores. 

Mr. WALL, frem the Committee on the Jadi- 
ciary, to which was referred a bill to amend the act 
entitled “An act to amend the act approved May 
13, 1800, entitled ‘An act toamend an act entitled 
‘An act to establish the judicial courts of the United 
States,’ reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. W. said he would take that occasion to say 
that it was the unanimous opinien of the Commit- 
ted on the Judiciary that no such defect existed in 
the law as that which this bill was intended to 


remedy. 

Mr. BUCHANAN concurred in opinion with 
the Judiciary Committee; but the highly respecta- 
ble judges of the court in Pennsylvania thought 
otherwise; and the consequence was, that all the 
criminal business in the circuit courts was pre- 
vented. In this state of things, it was highly ne- 
cessary that the bill should pass; and he hoped the 
Senate would indulge him by acting upon it at that 
lime. 

After a few remerks from Mr. CLAYTON, con- 
curring in the remarks of Mr. WALL, the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Oa motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the Se- 
hate took up, as in committee of the whole, the 
ee to reorganize the judicial circui's of the United 

‘ates. 

Mr. 8. said his object in moving to take up the 
bill was to have it amended so as to conform the 
circuits and the duties of the judges to the state of 
the business of the country, by an equalization of 


the business and. duties. At the time the bill was 
introduced and reported to the Senate, he had little 
hopes of seeing it become a law, as there were at 
that time many difficulties to encounter in the ad- 
jastment of the matter, the most of which he con- 
ceived were removed by a recent melancholy 
event—he alluded to the decease of Judge Bar- 
bour. That distinguished judge having been re- 
moved by Providence, the way was now clear 
to do that which would jong since have been done, 
but for the lecality of the jadges. As the circuits 
were now arranged, six judges were located east 
of the mountains in the Atlantic States, and the other 
three in the West and Seuthwest. A most unequal 
and unjust imposition of duties was imposed upon 
the latter judges. He believed this to be the accepted 
and propitious time to do complete justice on the 
subject. He understcod that the judges had agreed 
to an arrangement which would give four circuits 
to the West and Southwest, and leave five in the 
East; so that the West and Southwest would have 
the services of an additional judge. This ar- 
rangement he believed to be necessary to a due ad- 
ministration of justice, as weil as to a just equali- 
zation of the laborious daties of the three Western 
judges, with those rendered by the judges of the 
Atlantic. He would cnly premise this much in 
anticipation of the amendment which the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. CLay] was ready to propose. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then offered the follow- 
ing amendment, explaining the reasons which in- 
daced him to offer it: 

“That hereafter the eastern and western dis- 
tricts of Pennsylvania and the district of New Jer- 
sey, and the district of Delaware shall form the 
third circuit; the district of Maryland and the east- 
ern district of Virginia shall form the fourth cir- 
cuit; the district of North Carolina, the eastern and 
western districts of South Carolina, and the district 
of Georgia shall form the fifth circuit; the southern 
district of Alabama,and the Eastern distrcit of Lou- 
siana shal! form the sixth circui‘; the southern dis- 
trict of Mississippi, the eastern and middle dis- 
tricts of Tennessee, shall form the eight circvit; 
and the district of Arkansas, the district of Mis- 
souri, and the districtof Kentucky shall form the 
ninth circuit. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enac'ed, That the cir- 
cuit court for the district of Arkansas, shall be 
ho!den on the fourth Monday of April, and the 
fourth Monday of October in each and every year; 
and it shall be the duty of the associate justice of 
the Supreme Court allotted to the ninth circuit, to 
preside at the spring term of the circuit court for 
the district of Arkansas; and the associate justice 
of the Supreme Court allotted to the eighth circuit, 
to preside at the spring term of the circuit court, 
fer the southern district of Mississippi, which shall 
be holden on the second Monday in December.” 

Mr. ROANE said, he could not reconcile it to 
himself to permit this question to be taken, without 
offering a word or two on the subject. If he under- 
stood aright the amendment just offered and read to 
the Senate, its object and effect is to abolish, to ob- 
literate froma existence, the ancient judicial circuit 
composed of the States of Virginia and North 
Carolina! Never was he taken more by surprise 
than now! Without the time and the means of 
giving due ecnsideration to the reasons we have 
just heard ia favor of this measure, and without 
the possibility of any express knowledge of the 
wishes of these two long associated old States in re- 
gard to this proposed severance, I but yield to the 
impulse of the moment in rising in my place, and 
entering my solemn and earnest protest against the 

roceeding. I protest against it, sir, because at this 
ast hurried moment of an expiting session of Con- 
gress, it is impossible that such a change as this 
can be made with that dehberation which a due re- 
gard to the wants and interests of all the parts of 
the Union requires at our hands. I protest against 
it, sir, because if a general change is required so as 
to equalize the labors of all the jadges, | cannot see 
why this particular circuit is to be made the point 
of departure, and thereby cut in twain, merged into 
two other circuits, and thus blotted out from her old 
position on the judicial map of the Union. 

Mr. President, these are two of the old Atlantic 
States of the good “old Thirteen.” They embrace 
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a long extent of seaboard, and from their local po- 
sition, and long standing judicial connection, are 
certainly eatitled to consideration. The reasons 
assigned for this measure are, first, the long travel 
of rome of the judges of the West and Southwest 
to their courts, and second, the heavy dockets they 
find in them. The first is caused by the extensive 
territory ard sparse population of those Siates, and 
must svon be obviated by the strong stream of im- 
migration which is rapidly filling up our wilder- 
ness, And as regards the second reason, if there 
is now but little business in the circuit proposed to 
be abolished, I am very thankful for it, as it indi- 
cates two things: that our citizens are free from 
debt, and that our country is at peace with foreign 
nations. If there be, as is alleged, an unusual 
crowd of business at this time in the courts of the 
Western and Southwestern States, no man deplores 
more than I do the state of indeb'edness which it 
indicates. But that state of things cannot always 
be. The deranged state of the currency, and the 
rage for speculation and wealth, which has caused 
this heavy mass of litigation in these courts, cannot 
always be; nor can peace aways exist. And it 
should be borne in mind that, in time of war, when 
some of those courts woul feel no consequent ac- 
cession of business, the circuit proposed to be 
sponged would, from its local position, necessarily 
have thrown into its courts maritime and admiralty 
business. But, sir, it is not to the precise quantum 
of court business to which I leok in this mater; 
for that cannot be kept equalized amongst the cir- 
cuits, except by a legisla'ion too frequent for the 
necessary permanency of any system. It is to the 
local position of this circnit—it is to the section of 
the Union in which it stands—it is to the position 
it has so long and so honorably occupied on the ja- 
dicial map of the country, that I look. And, sir, 
it is the causes which come before the Sapreme 
Court, no matter where originating, invelving her 
dearest constitutional rignts, tnat add to my feeling 
on this subject. But, Mr. President, it a new 
arrangement of the jadicial circuits is neces 
sary to equalize the labors of the judges, why 
not, let me ask, add to this old circuit her sister 
S$ >uth Carolina, or her beloved daughter Kentucky, 
or her respected neighbor Tennessee, and thus ob- 
viate the evil complained of,and at the same time pre- 
serve this oldcircuit and i's homogeneous characier. 
I am cettain, sir, that there is no reasonable ex- 
pansion of this circuit which the public weal may 
demand, to which it would not cheerfully yield. 
But, sir, whilst it is at this moment submitting, in 
mournful resignation, to the Jate heavy dispensa- 
tion ot Providence, which has suddenly deprived it 
and the country of an eminent jurist and judge, I 
do hope that this body will pause before it avails 
itself of that dispensation as a reason for striking 
from existence a circuit almost coeval with our ja- 
dicial system, ani which, to say the least, has never 
yet impared its strenth, er disturbed its symmetry. I 
have thought these hasty remarxs due to my posi- 
tion here on the present occasion; and however 
they may be rece:ved, and whatever may be the 
fatewof the proposed measure, I feel that in making 
them I have done my duty. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, for the last few 
years there had been more or less said about the 
inequality of the duties of the members of the Sa- 
preme Cour; and in 1837, as would be recollected, 
he submitted a resolution calling upon the Secre- 
tary of State to furnish information respecting the 
number f suits tried, and the number of- miles 
travelled by each judge, with a view to aa equali- 
zation of the labors of the judges. The return of 
the Secretary was then in bis hand, and it showed 
that the West and the Southwest farni:hed much 
the greatest part of the business of the Union; but 
there had been difficulties in the way of any altera- 
tion of the different circuits, and the proposition 
made for that purpose was voteddown. Buta 
late melancholy and deplorable event which had 
occurred, (the death of Judge Barbeur,) had ob- 
viated the difficulties that were previously in the 
way, if the Senate thought proper now to act, and 
there would now be no biome: we of — onal 
the jad And what objection con 
to ibe proposition now before the Senate? Because 
a State had heretofore had, should a State always 
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have a judge appointed from, and resident within, 
her limi? He felt for Virginia as much venera- 
tion as awy other honorable Senatoz, and he was as 
ready to see that rhe had a just participation in all 
that was enjoyed by the other States; but did they 
not know that Virginia bad had had a judge of the 
Supreme Court almost for the last forty years, when 
asiociated with North Carolina? Really, com- 
plait from Virginia came now with a very bad 
grace; it would come with a better grace from 
North Carolina, which, during the period he had 
mentioned, had not been represented in that 
court. But this was a question in which the 
public mterest was involved; it was a questionhow 
the circuits could be best arranged, so as to promote 
a proper discharge of judicial duties, and how the 
public interests could be best taken care of and 
best despatched. The arrangement now proposed 
was to add Virginia to the circuit in which the Chief 
Justice resided, and to add North Carolina to the 
circuit in which Jndge Wayne resided. And what 
was the objection, unless it was that one Stale 
should always have a judge? This was no valid 
objection. If any claim existed, it was that of 
North Carolina. But the present judge of the cir- 
cuit to which North Carolina was now proposed to 
be added, was fully competent to the performance 
of the additional duties that would devolve upon 
him; and when he should resign, or his seat should 
be vacated in any other way, North Carolina would 
then be entitled to consideration. But there was 
no cbjection; and he hoped they would not pass 
over the auspicious moment which then presented 
itself to equalize the duties of these judges. He 
then referred to the report on his table, to which he 
befure referred, to show that there should be some 
modification ot tke circuits. The honorable Sena- 
tor read jargely from the returns of judicial busi- 
ness on the cirenits, by which it appeared that the 
business of the other circuils was very inconside- 
rable, as compared with those of the Southern and 
Southwestern circuits, and he invited the attention 
of the Senate to the state of the business, that they 
might see how impracticable it was that the judges 
of those circuits should do justice to themselves 
and to the country. The amount of business was 
to great to be despatched by the judges t» whom it 
was assigned; and should they then, by a refe- 
rence to any supposed claim of any parti- 
cular State or individual, and in disregard 
of those who were so nearly interested, refuse to 
equalize the amount of labor which the jadges 
should bear? He trusted they would not; and he 
hoped they would put the court on a fooling, in 
special reference to the public interest, against all 
other interests and considerations whatever. Vir- 
ginia had no claim which should operate to the re- 
jection of this proposition. He had said that she 
had had one judge for the last forty years; but he 
had not stated the whole truth, for she had not on- 
ly had the Chief Justice, but one of the Associate 
Judges also. He was not dixpesed to do injustice 
to any one; and he was satisfied no injustice would 
be done by the adoption of this measure. It was 
an arrangement which met the approbation of all 
ihe judges on the bench, and he was of opinfon it 
should receive the acquiescence of the Senate. He 
hoped the Senate would adopi the amendment he 
had proposed. 
Mr. CLAYTON suggested a modification of an 
amendment by which Delaware would be included 
im the fourth district; which was accepi¢d by Mr. 


Cray. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON supporied the proposed 
change in the arrangement of the circuits as cen- 
dacive to the public interests, and contended that 
every oiber State had as good a right as Virginia 
to a judge to reside withia their limus. 

Mr. KING rose to say that if th= Senate should 
debate this bill, they might as well lay it on the ta- 
ble; for unless it was.sent to the other branch of 
Congress to day, it could not be sent at ail, without 
a suspension of the rules, in which theo ber House 
must covcur. He (Mr. Kina) was in favor of the 
bill, and he entreatced gentlemen wh» might like- 
wise be favoiable to the measure, not to consume 
the time with a lengthened debate, for ihey might 
jastas well vote it duwn at once. 


Mr. MANGUM said in a short time the West 
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would require more judicial aid, and he supported 
this proposition because he was unwilling to see 
the bench of the Supreme Court increased in num- 
ber. In times of peace, the business of the court, 
in hisown Siate, could be despatched in two or 
three days; in times of war, the business would be 
increase, but, when it became necessary, it would 
be easy to detail more force to that part of the coun- 
try. But in order to keep down the number of 
Judges in the Supreme Court, it became necessary 
to re-arrange the circuits. 

Mr. ROANE. It is said by the friends of this 
bill that it cannot pass for want of time, if it is to 
be debated! Sir, 1 assure those gentlemen that I 
would not defeat the most obnoxious measure by 
mere debate, for that purpose only. He had buat 
discharged what he felt to be his duty in rising in 
the first instance, and promptly entering his protest 
asone of the Representatives of Virginia against 
this sudden and unexpected attempt to put that old 
Commonwealth out of that position in our judicial 
system which she had so honorably maintained 
from its foundation. And, sir, I should not have 
risen again, but for remarks which have fallen 
from two or three Senators. In reference to that 
of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray] that he 
hoped and believed that Virgmia, in any desire 
she might feel to remain in her jadicial po- 
sitisn, would not be actuated by any considera- 
tion of office; he had cordially to thank the Sena- 
tor for the justice he does his native State in this 
respect. No man knows better than dces that 
honorable Senator, that Virginia has been as, little 
actuated by low considerations of office, as any 
other State in the Union, and been at all times as 
prompt and ready as any one of them to sacrifice 
all selfish considerations on the altar of the public 
good; and, for myself, I solemnly declare that no 
consideration of the kind moves me in the course 
I have taken on this sudden emergency. My heart 
tells me that if I was a North Carolinian, my feel- 
ing and conduct would be the same that | now 
manifest. 

The Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Ciay] has ad- 
verted to the same subject in another aspect—and 
urges that Virginia has had the judge of that cir- 
cuit for acontinuous period of more than ferty 
years, and also, that on one occasion two judges of 
the Supreme Court were residing within her limits 
atthe sametime. True, sir, for more than forty 
years the judge of that circuit has resided in the 
Siate of Virginia, but let it be borne_in mind that 
during that entire period there were but two judges. 
Had there been daring that long time many judges 
appointed, and all of them takea from Virginia, I 
do not know that, in sueh a case, complaints f the 
fact could be properly urged except from her as:o- 
ciate sister, North Carolina. Sir, the very distin- 
guished late Chief Justice of the United States,who 
all admit to have been one of the brightest orna- 
ments to the bench and the country, was a resi- 
dent jadge of Virginia for more than thirty-tfive of 
use forty years! His distinguished successor, whose 
sudden death we are now mourning, resided in Vir- 
ginia during the balance of that period; and never have 
I heard, nor do I believe there ever existed, a wur- 
mur of complaint in North Carolina or elsewhere, 
that these two eminent judges happened to be na- 
tives and residents of Virginia. It is also true, as 
the Senator alleges, that two Judges of the Sa- 
preme Court did reside at the same time in Virgi- 
nia, Yes, sir, Jadge Washington, who presided in 
the circuit immediately north of us, resided on the 
northern margin of Virginia; but, sir, he was thus 
mort conveniently situated tv aitend to the duties 
of the circuit assigned to him, and he did atiend to 
them fauhfally; and I am perfectly c-rtain that no 
human being woald have torn him from the v-ne- 
rated shades of Mount Vernon, which he had inhe- 
r.ted from his immortal relative aod namesake, 
merely that he shouid resice within the tetrijorial 
limits of his judicial circuit. 

But, sir, | am asked by the Senator frem Con- 
nect cat, [Mr. Huntineron,] if it be possible that 
any consideration of cffice could cperate in te 
aversion to the proposed change. ‘jhe gentle and 


incffen.ive manaer in which the inquiry is made, | 


induces me, as far as | am concerned, to answer 
must frankly and sincerely, no. I will not retort 


the question, whether with that Senator any con- 
sideration of office cannecied with this subject 
weighs with him or any of his friends in this sad. 
den and harried attempt to strike Virginia from 
her old and natural position, If I was to ack it, [ 
hope I should receive the same prompt and frank 
answer in the negative. 

Mr. President, it only remains for me to say, 
that if this amendment is adopted, as I believe it 
will be, Virginia will part with great reluctance 
from her old and long associated sister North 
Carolina, between whom and her there is a pe- 
culiar identity of interests, habits, manners, 
and feeling, growing out of their common 
birth and kind neighborship. I also say that 
she will be ready to extend the paternal em- 
brace to her highly respected Northern neigh- 
bor, Maryland, in the fullest confidence that they 
will get along most harmoniously together, and en- 
joy anable and impartial administration of law and 
justice. But, Mr. President, without any the slightest 
disrespect whatever to Maryland or any other 
State, for I love them all, I cannot forbear to ex- 
press a feeling that I have. It is, that if this thing 
is to be done, if the public good demands, and Con- 
gress wills that Virginia shall be pushed out of her 
old place, that she may be shoved on the South, 
or towards her ‘ beloved West,” beyond the Alle- 
ganies, now as easily crossed as the Potomac, and 
daily becoming more accessible to her. 

Mr. SEVIER sent to the Secretary’s desk, to be 
read, a letter whch he had received from Judge 
Craton on the subject, and in favor of this arrange- 
ment, 

The Secretary having read the letter, 

Mr, MANGUM asked if he were to understand 
that Virginia and North Carolina were to be se- 
parated. 

The PRESIDENT replied in the affimative. 

Mr. MANGUM said he had not so under- 
stood it. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON arose amidst a ‘cry of 
‘‘question,” and he gave way to 

Mr. ROANE, who called for the ayes and noes 
on the amendment. 

Mr. GRAHAM inquired whether the preposed 
change would occasion any conflict in the times of 
holding the courts. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said no conflict could 
arise, as the judges had the arrangement and regu- 
lation of their own circuits, and as ia this measure 
the jadges had concurred. 


Mr. BENTON was opposed to the amendment, 
and he would state some of his reasons. Some 
years ago, when the judicial cireuits were increased, 
he showed his anxiety to have an equalization of 
the circuits for the West; that desire had increased, 
and continued to increase, and could not be pre- 
vented increasing by any action on this bill. They 
had two Territories in the Northwest almost ready 
to be admitted into the Union; they might 
expect to hear their taps at the door of the 
Senate Chamber very soon, demanding admis- 
sion; the South, too, had a Territory almost ready 
for admission into the Union; and if there was to 
be any change now, he should desire to see two 
new circuits for the West. H2: was in favor of in- 
creasing the number of judges in the Unioc; he 
to see as many as there were in Great Britain. He 
desired to see atleast as many judges to take cvg- 
nizance over 1,500 miles square, to take cogni- 
zance over the laws and ine Constitation of ihe 
United States, and the laws and the Constitutions of 
the several Siates, as there were in England to take 
cognizance over a territory in exteut not more than 
cqual to one of our large Staies. He was in favor cf 
seeing twelve judges of the Supreme Court. Bat 
the ccndition of the dockets he looked upon as acci- 
dental, and the qantum of bus ness, he was of opi- 
nion, shcu'd not be taken exclusively as the rule 
to govern them. He hoked upon the circuit 
judges—for ali were circu jucges—in a two 
fold character; they had power to act as judges 
of their circufs, con ising of one, two, or three 
Siates, ant as judges bere of the whole Union; and 
therefore be snouid be oppes:d to sinking Vurgi- 
ginia and North Carclina from the judicial map 
of the covotry.. He was in favor of the dil- 
ferent sections of this Union being represented on 
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the bench of the Supreme Court for the highest 
fanction were the daties they were called up- 
on to discharge here: they had to pass judg- 
ment on the Jaws of the Union, and of the 
States of the Union, and whatever was their 
decision, no matter who were the parties— 
and one case was now depending—the case of the 
Africans—of great interest to this country—the 
deci ion became binding and obligatory all over 
the Union. And by whom were these cases de- 
cided? Not by the district judgss, but by all the 
judges of the U.ion, at the meiropolis of the 
Union; and he was not willing to strike Vir- 
ginia out of the judicial map of the counry. 
He now spoke zs a citizen of the Union, in- 
terested in the construction of the Constitution cf 
the Union, of the laws of Congress, and of the 
State laws, the whole of which came before the 
judges of the Supreme Court: he felt desirous 
that to determine these weighty matiers, there 
should be an amp'e number, and that they 
should be brought trom every great section of the 
country. Could they dismiss such States as North 
Carolina and Virginia, great as thty were in ex- 
tent and Revolutionary in their character, and be- 
longing @s they did to the criginal thirteen? Could 
they have the different sections of the Union repre- 
sented on the bench of the Supreme Court when 
two such States were struck from the map. And 
if it were done, how long did they think it would 
last? He would answer the question himself— 
from the 4th of March to the 17th of May, which 
he understood was the day fixed upon for the meet- 
ing of the extra session. He was epposed then to 
this amendment, on important grounds, leaving en- 
tirely out of view the quantum of business the 
judges might at one time time or another perform. 
The West needs more circuits—ibe bench of the 
Supreme Court needs twelve judges, and so far as 
his judgment went, they ought not to be put off 
with nine. He should therefore join the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. Roane] who had spoken 
against the proposition, Western man as he was. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said: As he intended to vote 
in favor of this amendment, proposed by bis frierd 
from Alabama, [Mr. Cray,] he should briefly state 
the reasons which had brought his mind to this 
conclusion. So far from intending any hostility to 
the “Old Dominion,” he felt great pleasure in de- 
claring that she had always justly enjoyed a very 
high and elevated character in the Confederacy, 
and that character, in his estimation, bad never 
stood higher than at the preset moment. He 
wou'd much raiher add to her laurels than plack a 
single feather from her proud plume. His support 
of the piesent amendment must not, therefore, be 
construed into hostil.ty to Virginia. Hehad never, 
in his life, felt more strongly convinced of the pro- 
priety of any vote which he intended to give, than 
upon the present occasion. The question was 
within a very narrow compass. It was simply this: 
Shali we prolong the existence of a judicial cirenit 
eastof the mountains which is not at all required 
to transact the jadicial business of the country; or 
shall we abolish it, and in its stead establish a new 
circuit in’ the Southwestern portion of the Union, 
where it is so much wanted that it is now physical- 
ly impossible for the circuit Judge there to transact 
one-half the business, or even personally to attend 
all the courts appointed by law to be held. This 
was most certainly the true state of the case; and 
uader such circumstances, he did not believe that 
the people of Virginia, merely for the sake of ob- 
taining the appointment of an unnecessary jadge, 
would deprive their fellow-cit'zens of the South- 
western S'ates of a court which was absolately in- 
dispensable to their best interests. 


The present number of Judges cn the bench of 
the Supreme Court was already greater than he 
could have desired. -Nine was too la‘gea number 
if it could have been avoided. He would not go 
into the general question at the present moment, 
but he believed he was fortified in this opinion by 
allexperience. It might become absolutely neces- 
sary to increase this namber; and in that event, 
butin ro o\her, should he ever give his consent 
to it. ‘The question, then, with him, would te, did 
the transaction of the necessary basiness of the 
outs absolutely require an increase of the namber 


of the judicial circuits? If it did, he might then 
fee] himse!f constrained to add to the number of the 
judges. Fortunately, no such necessity at present 
existed, nor would it, he believed, for maby years to 
come, in case the present amendment should prevail 
The fifteen States east of the Alleghany Mountains 
had now six of the nine jadges, whilst the 
eteven Western and Southwestern States had only 
three. The business in the three Southern 
Atlantic circuits was notorious'y inadequate for the 
employment of the judges. Maryland and Dela- 
ware constituted the present circuit of the Chief 
Justice; and he had expressed bis entire willingness 
to hold the circuit courts in Virginia, should this 
be required by Congress. He would experience 
no difficulty whatever in transacting the circuit 
court business of these three States; and even with 
this addition, a great portion of his time would be 
unemployed. The same might be said of Judge 
Wayne, whose present circuit consisted of South 
Carolina and Georgia. He was willing to hold the 
citcuit courts in North Carolina, and could do it 
without inconvenience. Indeed, there was compa- 
ratively but very little circuit court business in any 
of the Atlantic Siates south of Maryland. The 
jadges or the Supreme Court themselves were con- 
vinced of the propriety of abolishing the Virginia 
and North Carolina circuit, and giving the new 
judge to the West; and, in contemplation of this 
change, they had made the arrangement proposed 
by the present amendment, which would enable 
nine judges conveniently to transact all the judicial 
business of the country. 

What ulility, then, was there in continuing the 
Virginia circuit?’ Tne. public interest did not de- 
mand it—the public good did not require it. 
Nothing could be said in its favor, unless it might 
be the question which had been asked by his friend 
from Virginia, {Mr. Roane.] Would you blot out 
of existence the ancient circuit of Virginia and 
Norih Carolina? I answer, yes, if time and expe- 
rience had shown its existence to be unnecessary, 
and even prejudicial to the public welfare, by pre- 
venting another portion of the Union from obtain- 
ing a judge, where such a jadge was imperatively 
required. It ought not surely to wound the feelings 
of the people of the Old Dominion, to be united to 
Maryland and Delaware {or judicial purposes, 
when such an union was necessary to promote the 
public welfare. This was not a question of pride, 
but of principle. He might say the same of North 
Carolina. 

Placed in similar circumstances, he might pro- 
bably haveacted as his friend from Virginia [Mr. 
Reaxe] had done. Oar feelings were naturally 
very strong for our respective States, and these 
feelings were highly honorabie. It was, however, 
his duty to decide this question impartially, and he 
had never felt less hesitation in deciding any ques- 
tion than the present. 

The inscrutable decree of an all-wise Providence 
had created a vacancy on the bench cf the Su- 
preme Court, by the death of a judge whose loss 
we all deplored. This enabled us to abolish a cir- 
cuit wholly unnecessary in this portion of the 
Union, and crea’e a circuit in the Southwest, where 
a hew circuit was indispensable, without increasing 
the number ot the Supreme Court judges. He 
thought it wise to embrace this opportunity. If 
you once appointed a judge for the Virginia cir- 
cuit the case was hopeless. You could not then 
break up hiscircuit and ask him to transfer his resi- 
dence to the far West. No jadge would ever be 
transferred by Congress, against bis will, from the 
Extto the West. Who would have thought of 
making such an attempt in regard to Chief Justice 
Marshal! or Judge Barbour, aithough the business 
in their circuit was comparatively so trifling? It 
would have been cruel as well as unjust. The pre- 
sent, therefore, was the propitious moment when 
such an arrangement could be made, and when the 

ublic might be accommodated withoat doing in- 
Josties to any human being. 

He need scarcely repeat, that in the vote’ which 
he proposrd to give, he intended no disparagement 
to Virginta or North Carolina. The whole coun- 
try ought to feel grateful to. Virginia for the distin- 
guished luminaries which she had furnished to the 
bench of the Supreme Court; but as five circuits on 


our Exstern maritime frontier were, in his opinion, 
abandanily sufficient to transaci all the judicial ba- 
ness, he weuld not prolong the existence of the 
sixth, merely for the purpose of enabling Virginia 
to furnish another judge to the Union. 

He was sorry toentertain buta feeble hope of 
the passage of the bill. Its friends ought to have 
first tried it in the other House, and if it had passed 
there, he presumed there would have been bat lit- 
tle difficulty here. If we should pass it, of which 
he entertained no doubr, he feared it never would 
be touched by the other House. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said as he intended to vote 

for the bill, he would very briefly express the rea- 
sons which actuated him. So far from having any 
desire to act in opposition to the “Old Dominion,” 
he thought that State very justly oceupied a very 
high and elevated character in this Confederacy; 
and she always should enjoy it, as she deserved to 
do so. He would not take a feather from her 
plume, nor depreciate her character and her stand- 
ing; and therefore his support of this amendment 
must not be construed into hostility to that State. 
He believed that nine judges of the Sapreme Court 
constituted as great a number as could conveniently 
discharge the judicial business of the country; but 
when the necessity arose, he should not be unwil- 
ling to increase the number. They knew that for 
years past six circuits had been wholly un- 
necessary to despatch the business of twelve or 
thirteen States. Why not, then, amend the sys- 
tem? The reason hitherto was palpable. ho 
would have ventured to interfere with the venera- 
ble judge lately deceased? Who would have pro- 
posed to send him to the Wes? for while the jadge 
was in existence, he would always have sympa- 
thizing friends. Buta mystenous Provilenee had 
enabled them to make such alterations as were he- 
cessary here, and to add judicial aid to the South- 
west. They could well spare a judge from the 
East; and who could imagine that Pennsylvania 
and Delaware constituted a sufficient circuit to give 
the jadges of the United States adequate employ- 
ment? The business had ever been very small; 
yet who weuld ever have thought, daring 
the lifetime of Judge Marshall, of extending 
his duties. But now the difficulties in the way of 
this proposed change were removed, and he cou!d 
see in it nothing but what was correct and proper. 
Let the circuit be abolished, end add a circuit judge 
to the Southwes', ard he believed it would be many 
years to come before it would be necessary to inj 
crease the number of the judges of the Supreme 
Court. In the vote he proposed to give, be in- 
tended no disparagement of Virginia or North 
Carolina. The country ought to be grateful to 
Virginia for the distinguished luminaries she had 
sent to the bench; but five circuits on the maritime 
frontier of the country were amply sufficient to do 
ali the business. These had been his impressions 
for years past; yet he had little idea that the bill 
weuld pass. He thought its friends had done 
wrong in not introducing it into the other House; 
and if it passed there, it might passhere. How- 
ever, i! should have his vote, 

Mr. WALKER spoke in favor of the bill, con- 
tending that to refuse to pass it was virtually deny- 
ing to the Southwest ber full participation in the 
blessings of the judicial system, observing at the 
same time that he conceived it peculiarly due to the 
State of Mississippi. 

Mr. RIVES said that he sheuld vote for the 
bill. Fie felt himself safe in following the lead of 
the distinguished Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Bocuanan } whese former position as a member of 
the Judiciary Commitice justiy gaye his opinion 
great weight on this subject. He had therefore 
made up his mind to vote for the proposition be- 
fore the Senate. It seemed jast, and right, and pro- 
per; and he did not see how the rights of the State 
of Virginia were to be congidered as involved in 
the matter. He wished to act ia 2 national spirit; 
and he thought this wasan occasion which ought 
to be improved in reference to the West and South- 
west, without any inconvenient increase of the 


judges. 

: a BENTON said, since he had last addressed 
the Senate, a few moments ago, he had beenin- 
formed that the number of judges in Engiand was 
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greater than he had stated. They had been twelve 
in number for several centuries, but within the 
last few years they had been increased to fifteen. 

The vote was then taken on the amendment, 
which was adopted—ayes 34, noes 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Bates, Bayard, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Cathbert, Dixon, Falton, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, King, Knight, Linn, Mangum, 
Merrick, Mouton, Nicholson, Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Prestom, Rives, Robinson, Rug- 
gies, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, Walker, ond Williams—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Gra- 
bam, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Pierce, Roane, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, ard 
Wright—13, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana then submitted another 
amendment, which was also adopted. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and the 
amendments adopted as in committee of the whole, 
were concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was subsequently read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post koads, reported a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing the Postmasier General to make 
contracts for carrying the mail coastwise between 
Mobile and New Orleans; which was read, and or- 
dered to asecond reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS submitted the followiog reso- 
Jution: 

Resslved, That the Senate will, on this and each 
succeeding day of the present session, take a recess 
from half past two o'clock to four o’clock, p. m. 

The adoption of the resolution was advccated by 
Messrs. WRIGHT and WILLIAMS; and, the 
question on its passage being taken, it was decided 
in the negative—ayes 2], noes 26. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the House bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government forjthe year 1841, reported 
oe with sundry amendments; which were 
read. 


Messrs, ANDERSON, TAPPAN, KNIGHT, 
and HENDERSON, severally gave notice of 
amendments which they intended to propose when 
the bill came up for consideration; which amend- 
ments, with those of the committee, were ordered 


to be printed. 
BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for creating a new land district in the 
State of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries 
of the southwestern and western land districts in 
said State; 

The bill for the relief of Jesse Carpenter; and 

The bill to amend the act entitled “An act to 
amend the act approved May 13, 1800, entitled 
‘An act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to esta- 
blish the judicial courts of the United States,’ ” were 
ceverally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill to declare the righis of the children of 
the citizens of the United Siates born abroad, was, 
sore by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, laid on the 
table. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness; and in about an hour the doors were again 
opened. 


The jeiat resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury t payto William J. Parham, and 
others, for attending as winesses to establish the 
claims of the sione cutters under the resolution of 
2Qist July, 1840, was considered as in committee of 


the whole, ard on the question of engro-sment, it” 


was decided in the negative. So the resolution was 
lost. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that when the Senate 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet at 7 o’clock this 
evening. 

This motion was strongly orged by Mesers. 
HUBBARD and WRIGHT, but before the ques- 
tion was taken, a motion was made for adjourn- 
Ment, which was carried—ayes 17, note 15. 

And the Senate adjourned. 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satorpay, February 27, 1841. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
rules in relation to the order of business were sus- 
pended, and the House proceeded to the considera- 

ion of the bill making appropriations for the 
NAVAL SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 1841. 

The question recurred on the appeal of Mr. 
Evans from the decision of the Cuatn, which was 
pending yesferday when the House adjourned, 

Mr. EVANS withdrew his appeal; and moved 
to amend the bill by striking from the 13th line 
thereof the words, one million four hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars, ard inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: “two million dollars; four 
bundred thousand dollars of which sum shall be 
expended in building and equipping war steamers 
of medium size.” 

The question was taken on agreeing to the 
amendment, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
94, nays 80. 

The bill was read a third time; 

And the question being stated on its passage, 

Mr. WELLER moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, put, and carried, and the bill 
was passed, and is as follows: 


A BILL nfaking appropriations for the naval service for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-one. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
lives of the United States of Americain Comacese assembled, 
That the following sums be appropriated, in addition to the un- 
expended balances of former appropriations, out of any unap- 
propriated money in the Treasury, for the naval service, for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, viz: 

For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers, and sea- 
= two million three hundred and thirty-five thousand dol- 
ars; 

For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, and all the 
owe establishments at the several yards, forty thousand dol- 
ars; 

For provisions, five hundred thousand dollars; 

For increase, repair, armament, and equipment of the navy, 
and wear and tear of vessels in commission, two million dol 
lars; four hundred thousand of which sum shall be expended 
in_building and equipping war steamers of medium size; 

For medicines and surgical instruments, hospital stores, and 
other expenses on account of the sick, thirty thousand dollars; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard at 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, fifteen thousand dollars; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard at 
Pa compat Massachusetts, :wenty-five thousand two hundred 

ollare; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard at 
Brooklyn, New York, forty-six thousand eight hundred dollars; 

For improvement and neceseary repairs of the navy yard at 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, five thousand four hundred dollars; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard at 
—-> District of Columbia, six thousand six hundred 

ars; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard at 
Gosport, Virginia, twenty-nine thousand four hundred dollars; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard 
near Pensacola, Florida, twelve thousand dollars; i 

For defraying the expenses that may accrue for the following 
purposes, viz: For the freight and transportation of materials 
and stores of every description; for wharfage and dockage; sto- 
rage and rent; travelling expenses of officers, and transportation 
of seamen; house rent to. pursers, when duly authorized; for 
funeral expenses; for commissions, clerk hire, office rent, sta- 
tionery, and fuel to navy agents; for fe aes and incidental 
expenses of recruiting; for apprehending deserters; for compen- 
sation to judges advocate; for per diem allowance to persons at- 
tending courts martial and courts of inquiry, or other 
services authorized by law; for printing aad station- 
ery of every description, and for working the litho- 
graphic press; for books, maps, charts, mathematical 
and nautical instruments, chronometer, models, and draw- 
ings: for the purchase and repair of fireengines and machinery; 
for the repalr of steam engines in navy yards; for the purchase 
and maintenance of oxen and ho and for carts, timber 
wheels, and workmen’s tools of every description; for oe 
of letters on public service; for pilotage and towing ships of 
war; for taxes and assessments on public property; for assist- 
ance rendered to vessels in distress; for incidental labor at navy 
yards, not applicable to any other appropriation; for coal and 
other fuel, and for candles and oil, for the use of navy yards and 
shore stations, and for noother object or purpose whatever, four 
hundred and fi‘ty thousand dollars; ; 

For contingent expenses for objects not hereinbefore enume. 
rated, three thousand dollars; ; ae 

For necessary repairs of the hospital building at Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, one thousand five hundred dollars; 

For necessary repairs of the hospital building at Brooklyn, 
New York, three thoueand dollars; — Te ; 

For necessary repairs of the hospital building at Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, two thousand dollars; ae 

For necessary repairs of the hoepital building at Peneacola, 
Florida, one thousand five hundred dollars; ; 

For pay of officers, non-commissioned officers. musicians, 
privates, and servants, serving on shore, and subsistence of offi- 
cers of the marine corps, one hundred and seventy six thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-seven dollars; 

For provisions for the non-commissioned officers, musiciane, 
Privates, and servants and washerwomen serving on shore, forty- 
five thousand and fifty-four dollars; 

Pe clothing, forty-three thousand six hundred and sixty-two 
ars; 

a fuel, sixteen thousand two hundred and seventy-four 
TS; 

For keeping berracks in repair, and for rent of 
barracks a: new York, six thousand dollars; ad 





of matron and hospital ste 
forty dollars; 










For transportation of non-commissioned 


officers, officers, 
and pri and iti . 
aie ‘nd privates, expenses of recruiting, eight thou 


For medicines, hospital supplies, surgical instruments, 
tal weld, war teteendees hundred ant 


For military stores, pay of armerers, keeping arms in repair, 
other 


accoutrements, ordnance stores, flags, dru fifes, and 
instruments, two thousand three hundred dollars; ; 


For contingent expenses of said corps, viz: for freigh 
ferriage, toll, wharfage, and cartage; for per diem eee fon 


attending courts-martialand courts of inquiry, com ion to 
judges-advocate, house rent where there are no public quarters 


assigned, per diem allowance to enlisted men on constant labor, 
expenses of besying Sosneoes marines, printing, era ry, for- 
age, postage on public letters, expenses in pursuit of dese 
candies and oil, straw, barrack fornisure,” bed-eacke, 

axes, shovels, picks, carpenter’s tools, and for keeping a horse 
for the messenger, seventeen thousand nine hundred and eighty 


lars. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Virginia, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cusnina in the 


chair,) and took up the bill making appropriations 


for the . 

SUPPORT OF THE ARMY FOR THE YEAR 1841. 

The bill was read; when 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana offerred the following 
amendment, to come in after the 91st line, viz: 

“For the continuance of the Camberland road 
through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 

300,000, to be subjected to all the restrictions and 
imitations of former appropriations.” 

Mr. JONES of Virginia suggested that the 
amendment was not in order, being a subject differ- 
ent from that under debate. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana said, that if the gentle- 
man from Virginia would waive his point of order, 
he would be satisfied to have the vote taken upon 
the amendment without debate. 

Tbe CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
in order. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY appealed from the deci- 
sion; and 

On the question being taken, Shall the decision 
of the Cuair stand as the jadgment of the House? 
It was decided in the affirmative—ayes 85, nays 54. 

The question on the amendment was then taken, 
by tellers, and rejected—ayes 77, noes 84. 

Mr. HUNT moved to amend by inserting 
$100,000 for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Hudson river, the money to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of War. 

The amendment being ruled out of order by the 
Cuair, 

Mr. HUNT took an appeal, but the decision 
of the Cuan was sustained. 

Mr. MOORE moved to amend, by inserting af- 
ter the 49th line, an appropriation of $40,000 for 
removing obstructions in Red River; which amend- 
ment was likewise decided by the Cuarr to be out 
of order. 

Mr. GRINNELL moved to amend, by ins2rting 
$7,500 for the purchase or manufacture of repeat- 
ing fire arms, under the direction of the Secretary 
of War. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON moved further to 
amend by substituting $20,000, and inserting the 
word ‘‘Colt’s” before the word “repeating.” 

Afier some discussion between Messrs. WAD- 
DY THOMPSON and SMITH of Maine, the 
former modified his amendment by striking out the 
word “Colt’s.” 

After some debate of rather a discursive charac- 
ter on a point of order, the question was taken on 
the amendment of Mr. Tompson to the amend- 
ment, and it was rejected. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Grinng LL, and it was also rejected, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia then moved the fullow- 
ing amendment from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to come in after the end of the bil!: 

‘For preventing and suppressing hestilities in 
Florida, to be expended under the direction of the 
Secretary of War, conformably to the acts of Con- 
gress of the 19th of March, 1836, and the acts 
therein referred to, viz: for forage, for freight or 
transportation of military supplies of every deserip- 

tion, from the places of purchase to Florida; for the 
purchase of wagons and harness, of boats and 
lighters, and other vessels; of herses, mules, and 
oxen, to leep up the trains; of tools, leather, and 
otber materials for repairs; for transportation witb- 
in Florida, including the line of steamboats and 
other vessels for service in the rivers, and on the 
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coasts, and the expenses of maintaining the seveial 
steamboats and transport schooners connected with 
the operations of the army; for bire of mechanics, 
mule drivers, teamsters, and other assistants, in- 
cluding their subsistence; for miscellaneous and 
contingent charges, and for arrearages in 1840, one 
million sixty-one thousand eight hundred and six- 
teen dollars.” 

Mr. EVANS moved to strike out the sum in the 
amendment, and to insert $1,666,906 30. 

Mr. JONES made some remarks in explanation, 
after which 

Mr. MASON gave his views, 

The hour of two and a half o’clock having ar- 
rived, the House tock its usual recess. 





[EVENING SESSION.] 

After the recess, the question being on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Evans, 

Mr. DOWNING addressed the committee at some 
length on the subject of the military operations in 
Florida. 

Mr. DAWSON then suggested to Mr. Evans 
the propriety of increasing the sum, by adding 
$250,000 due to Georgia. 

Mr. CRABB made a similar suggestion on the 
part of Alabama. 

After some explanations from Messrs. DOWN- 
ING, EVANS, JONES, MORGAN, GRAVES, 
aod DAWSON, 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Evans, and it was rejected—ayes 73, noes 76. 

The question thdn recurring on the section pro- 
posed by the Committee of Ways and Means, it 
was agreed to. 

Mr. CRABB then referred to the services of the 
Alabama militia. The State had paid them 
$130,000, and presented her claim here; but as it 
still remained before the Committee of Claims, he 
desired to submit an amendment to this bill. : 

The CHAIR inquired whether there was a stand- 
ing law for these expenditures. 

Mr. CRABB said there had been, but there was 
Some irregularity in the vouchers, and therefore he 


wished the claim settled on principles of equity and 


justice. 

Mr. JONES inquired for the law. 

Mr. CRABB said there was a general law for 
the payment of militia, when called into the service 
of the United Siates, at $8 a month. 

Mr. LINCOLN said there was no other aw 
than that under which the militia of Massachusetts 
and other States had been paid. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST. objected to the amend- 
meat as being for past services, while the appropri- 
ations in the bill were future 

The CHAIR pronounced the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. CRABB thereupon withdrew it. 

The committee then rose, and the bill was repoit 
ed to the House. 

And the question being on concurring in the 
amendments reported to the bill— 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved the previous question. 

The call was sustained—ayes 93, noes 85. 

The previous question was then put and carried, 
and the main question being on the amendment, 
(viz: the new section for the FlofMda war,) it was 
agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to its third reading. It 
was read a third time; when 

Mr. HUBBARD moved the previous question. 

Which was seconded, put, and carried, and the 
bill was passed. 

The whole amount appropriated in the bill is 

$5,275 919. 
_ Mr. JONES moved to suspend the rules to go 
mto Committee of the Whele on the state of the 
Union, with a view to take up the General Indian 
ae Bill, but at the suggestion of Mr. 
Bewt he suspended the motion till Mr. B. had re- 
ported the followed bills from the Commitiee on In- 
dian Affairs, viz: 

A bill to defray the “expense of delegations of 
Seminole Ind:aas west of the Mis:issippi to Fioi- 
da, and for other purposes. 

A bill making appropriations for the tem 
support cf certain destitute Kickapoo Indians, and 
to defray the expenses of removing and subsisting 


for a limited time the Swan creek and Black river 
Indians of Michigan. 

These bills were read and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. JONES then renewed his motion, which was 
agreed to, and the House went in'o Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Drom- 
GOOLE in the chair,) and took up the Indian appro- 
priation bill, which was read throughout by the 
Clerk for information. 

The bill was taken up by items. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL moved the following 
amendment: 

“For presents for Indians under the same act, 
$5,000.” 

After some remarks for Mr. S. in support of his 
amendment, 

Mr. JONES opposed the amendment, on the 
ground that the whole amount of presents to the 
Indians was limited to $5,000. Though this item 
has been introduced into previous bills, from year 
to year, it had been inadvertently done. The law, 
when rigidly examined, would be found not to war- 
rant the annual appropriation. 

Mr. RARIDEN explained: the withholding of 
the money would not injure the Indians, as the 
money ultimately fell intothe hands of agents and 
sub-agents; and the Indians were more injured than 
benefited bv the practice. 

Mr. EVERETT considered the act as distribu- 
ting $5,000 annually. It was so intended at the 
time, andhad been so understood ever since. The 
bill mace permanent provision for the Indian De- 
partment. 

Mr. PROFFIT inquired whether any law allowed 
part of the annuities te be paid to the Indians in 
goods? 

Mr. JONES said this was according to each 
treaty; the payments were variously made. 

Mr. PROFFIT said the law was daily violated; 
he had conduc'ed Indians under one of ‘the treaties, 
and knew that more than half the annuity of the 
Pottawatamies was forced on them in goods, al- 
though the treaty specified that they should be paid 
in gold and silver. Mr. P. made other statements 
in which he contended that the Department had 
not acted up to the treaties. 

Mr. JONES asked Mr. Parorrir to specify a par 
ticular treaty. 

Mr. PROFFIT said that, in 1837, the treaty 
with the Pottawatamies promised gold and silver, 
and was paid, by force, in goods, charged at enor- 
mous prices. 

Mr. JONES said at the proper time he would 
convince Mr. P. that he was misiaken. He denied 
that the law for presents was intended to operate 
annually. 

Mr. EVERETT insisted on an opposite con- 
struction. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL confirmed the view of 
Mr. Everert, intimating thatthe provisions of that 
law were permanent. 

Mr. JONES would not yield, and the amend- 
ment was negatived. 

Mr. DODGE, Delagate from Iowa, moved to in- 
sert an item of $800 for the hire of a clerk forthe 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs north of the Mis- 
souri river. 

Mr. JONES objected on the ground that there 
was no Jaw for it. 

Mr. DODGE mentioned the need of the appro- 
priation, but it was rejected. 

Mr. JONES moved to reduce the items for the 
Chociaws from $50950 to $44,950; which was 
agreed to: to reduce the item for the Omahas from 
$2 440 to $1,140: to increase the item for the Ot- 
toes and Missourias from $3,149 to $5,640; all of 
which were agreed to. 

The bi!l having been gone. through with, was 
laid aside to be reported to the House, and the 
committee took up the bill to defray the expenses 
of the delegation of the Semirole Indians west of 
the Mississippi. 

No amendinents being offered to the bill the 
committee next took up the bill for the relief of cer- 
tain Kickapoo Indians and Black River Indiars of 
Missouri; which was in like matner !aid aside. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD made an effort to get the 
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Senate bill for removing the raft in Red river taken 
up, but without success. 

Mr. JONES moved that the commitice rise; 
which prevailing, 

The committee rose accordingly, and the bills 
considered in committee were reported to the Hoase, 
the amendments concurred in, the bills read a third 
time, passed, and sent to the Senate. 

Mr RUSSELL made an effort to get the hour of 
meeting changed to 10 o’clock, ard to eset apart 
two hours on Monday and Toesday for private 
bilis. The motion requiring two-thirds of the 
House, tellers were called, and the vote stood— 
ayes 91, noes 34. The rules were suspended to re- 
ceive the motion. It was received and read. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to amend it by strik- 
ing out the clause respecting private bills; on which 
motion tellers were called, and the vote stood—ayes 
36, noes 92. 

So the amendment was negatived. 

The question be ng then put on the reso!ution, 
no quorum voted; when 

Mr. WISE moved to adjourn; which prevailing, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Mownpay, March 1, 1841. 

Mr. BATES presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Rurvs Croartr, elected by the Legislature of 
the State of Massachuset/s a Senator from that 
State for the unexpired term oceasioued by the re- 
signation of the Hon. Daniyn Wenster. 

Mr. CHOATE eppeared, was qualified, and 
tock his seat. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Navy in reply to 
a resolution of the Senate of the 28th uitin 0; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of the muni- 
cipal authorities of St. Lonis, praying an appropri- 
ation for the improvement of their harbor; which 
was referred 'o the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. NORVELL presented two memorials of citi- 
zens of Michigan, praying the passage ef a general 
bankrupt law; which were laid nF ihe table. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he had some days since 
mentioned that no memorials had been presented 
from New Hampshire on the subject of a general 
bankrupt law. Since the adjournment of the Se- 
nate on Saturday, he had received a memorial from 
the county of Coos on the subject. It appeared 
that a circular, printed in New York, had been re- 
ceived at Lancaster, in that county, ard requesting 
the postmaster at that place to use his exertions to 
procure s‘gnatures to it. Instead of this, a remon- 
strance hed been drawn up against the passage of 
any bankrupt law, which was signed by many re- 
spectable citizens. Mr. H. then presented the me- 
morial; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Chatauque county, New York, remonstrat- 
iog against the passage of a bankrupt law; which 
was laid on the table. 

On motion by Mr, FULTON, the papers of 
of William J. Parham were permitied to be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Commitiece on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of citi- 
zens of East Florida, remonstratmg against the 
cessicn of any portion of their Territory to the 
Seminole Indians, asked to be discbarged frem the 
further consideration thereof; which was egreed to. 

Mr. HUBBARD said the only snbject andis- 
posed of by that committee was a biil which had 
been referred to it fer the relief of William R. 
Davis, which he was insiracied to report without 
amenoment. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Commitee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred memotiails remon- 
strating against the execution of the treary wih the 
Seneca Indians, said as no appropation would be 
asked at the present session to carry the ireaty into 
effect, he had been instructed by the commitiee to 
ask to be discharged from their fujther considera- 
tion; which was agreed to, 

RELATIONS WITH GREAT BRITAIN, 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was instructed by the 
Committee on Foreign Relations to move w be dig- 
charged from the consideration of the resolution 
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which had been referred to that committee, “‘re- 
questing the President to communicate to the Sc- 
nate, if not incompa'ible with the public interest, 
any correrpondence which may have taken place 
beiween this Government and that of Great Britain 
relative to the Northeastern boundary, rot hereto- 
fore communicated to the Senate.” 

He would state, with as much brevity as possi- 
ble, the reasons which had induced the committee 
to believe that it would be inexpedient, at the pre- 
sent moment, to publish the correspondence to 
which the resolution referred. 

lt would be recollected by Senators who had 
directed their attention to this subject, that 
in consequence of the correspondence alrea- 
dy pub'ished between the two Governments, 
and to which he need not particularly refer, 
it became the duty of Great Britain to submit 
to our Government the projet of a’convention for 
the settlement of this long disputed boundary 
question, This duty had been performed by the 
British Government in the month of May, 1839. 
The President did not approve of this proposed 
convention, chiefly because it contained no ulii- 
mate provision which must inevitably and finally 
determine the controversy be'wecn the two coun- 
tries. Indeed, from its character, it was quite pro- 
bable that, bad it been adopted, it would not have 
produced this result sv much to be desired. And 
the President was firmly convinced, considering the 
long delay—the high siate of mutual irritation ex- 
istirg along the border, and the imminent dan- 
ger of actual collision, that the interest’ of both 
parties imperatively demanded the adoption of such 
treaty stipulations as must necessarily make an 
end of the question. Tie British Government 
had since unequivocally coincided with the Presi- 
dent in these sentiments, and the two Governments 
bad already agreed upon the essential points of a 
convention based upon these principles, and alike 
advantageous and honoratle to boh. There were 
still some provisions of this convention, of com- 
paratively minor importance, and involving detail 
rather than prisciple, which had not yet been 
agteed upon; butif it were the sincere desire of 
both parties, as he believed it was, to arrive at an 
amicable conclusion, the negotiation must soon be 
successfully terminated. Under these peculiar cir- 
cumstances, the committee believed thatit could do 
no good to either pariy, whilst it might be embar- 
rassing to both Governments, to publish to the 
world the correspondence and the different projets 
and counter projets of treaties which had passed be- 
tween them. 

Mr. B. said that his official position in the Sera‘e 
had afforded bum free access to all this correspen- 
dence. He had examined it with care, and woald 
now frankly staie the impression which it had made 
on his mind, Although he would not pretend to 
say that there were no omens of war in tre condact 
of the British Government on our Northern fron- 
tier, yet this he should assert, with much confi- 
dence; that in the negotiation itself relative to our 
Northeastern boundary, nothing had occurred in- 
consistent with the s ncere and auxious desire which 
had always been professed by that Government to 
preserve the p:ace which now so happily subsisted 
between the two countris¥, and to bring the ques- 
tion to a fival and satisfactory conclusion. Proba- 
bly this expressicn might be too strong, and he 
ought to have qualified the general terms he had 
used, by excepiing the delays we had expe- 
rie:ced from the tardy movements of the British 
Government at evcry s'ag* in the progress of the 
negotiation. Still he felt himself justified in using, 
at the present moment, the language of the Presi- 
dent in his message at the commencement of 
the session; that, “from the character of the 
peints still in d. ference, and the undoubted disposi- 
tion of both parties to bring the matter to an early 
conclusion, I look with entire confidence to a 
prompt and satisfactory termination of the negotia- 
tion.” He had reson to believe that such were 
still the anticipations of the President in regard to 
the North astern boundary question. 

Mr. B. said that on the present occasion he 
should purposely refrain from the expression of 
any opinion in régard tothe case of the steamboat 
Caroline. This was rendered unnecessary by the 
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fact that all the correspondence in relation to this 
subject, of any general importance, had already 
been published, and each Senator had the same 
means of forming an opinion which he himself en- 
joyed. There was no truth whatever in the rumor 
now so current, that there had been an angry cor- 
respondence beiween the British Minister and the 
Secretary of State since the date of the Jast corre- 
spondence between them, now before the public. 
There was no foundation for this rumor. It was 
trae that, since that time, a single note, bearing 
upon this subject, had been addressed by Mr. Fox 
to Mr. Forsyih, which the latter had answered; but 
this note and answer were of so litile importance, 
that he, Mr. B. did not deem it necessary to call 
for their publication, and their tone was far from 
being of an angry character. 

Mr. CLAY of Ky. said, the most important point 
related to the adjustment of the Northeastern boun- 
dary, and in order to produce a definite settlement 
of that question, there had been proposals made 
for its reference to arbitration, as had been stated 
by the chairman, and the principles which should 
regulate a matier of that nature bad been agreed 
to, with the exception of some comparatively un- 
With respect to the case of the 
Caroline, there had been some delay; and the Go- 
vernment had not received any satisfactory answer 
as to the fact whether that capture within our juris- 
diction was by order of the Government of Great 
Britain. As to the case of McLeod, he was not 
very well informed about it. Whether there had 
been any communication between the Executive 
and the Governor of New York, he knew not; but 
his opinion was, that there ought to have been 
a request from the Secretary of State to the Go- 
vernment of New York, if they persevered in trying 
this man, that he be brought to a place where he 
can have a fair and impartial trial; and whatever 
should be the result of that trial, that his personal 
safety should be put beyond all question. But 
without any such request, a sense of propriety 
would prompt the Government of New York to 
take that course without suggestion from any 
quarter. He [Mr. Cray] was in hopes the man 
would have a fair trial; and he hoped, as he al- 
ways did, that the result of the evidence of that 
trial would be such as would satisfy the jury of the 
country of the innocence of the man, and that he 
wonld be acquitted. With respect to the captures 
on the ccast of Africa, he took it that satisfactory 
explanations could be made, for the Government of 
Great Britain should understand that this country 
will not svbmit to the rivht of search, which was 
the cause of the last war. But the general cha- 
racter of our relations was such that, and from 
what he had heard and seen out of doors rather 
than from what had occurred in this and the ‘other 
branch of Congress, his opinion was that they 
would not require any special mission whatever. 
The ordinary minister accredited to Great Britain, 
would be quite competent to the discharge of ail 
the special duties that would devolve upon him. 
He ¥ ould adi further that in reference to the state 
of the relations between this country and Great Bri- 
tain, he had not begun to think of the possibility of 
any immediate war with Great Britain. But 
while he said this, he hoped he would not be un- 
derstood as saying that he hoped to avoid any pre- 
paration which might be necessary in the event of 
ihe assertion of our rights, or any pretensions, what- 
ever quatier they might come from abroad. No; he 
looked upon the condition of our navy and ihe 
want of sieam batteries, and the absence of all 
those floating means of defence,as matters of just 
and decp concernment; and he did hope they 
would bave a very early and constant attention, 
that the country might be prepared for any possi- 
ble emergency. He would close by repeating the 
expression of his hope, that there would be no im- 
mediate cause of war; and he believed both Gc- 
vernments were animated by a desire to preserve 
peace, which was so essential to the bappiness of 
both. 


The question was then taken on discharging the 
committee from the farther consideration of the sub- 
ject, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. CUTHBERT rose and stated his purpose 
to be to place before the Senate the proofs in rela- 


tion to the sentiments of Mr, Wessrer in regard 
to the constitutional power of the Government over 
the transportation of slaves from one State to 
another. 

Mr. PHELPS interposed a point of order, which 
was subsequently withdrawn, and a debate arose 
in which Messrs. CUTHBERT, PHELPS, KING, 
PRESTON, CLAY of Kentucky, RIVES, BU. 
CHANAN, WALKER, and WRIGHT, partici. 
pated; at the conclusion of which, 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate ad. 
journed to meet again 5 o‘clock this evening. 





[Evenina Sxsston.] 
THE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate 
took up, asin committee of the whole, the bill 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Govérnment for the year 1841. 

Mr. WRIGHT said the first question in order 
would be on the amendments proposed by the com- 
mittee, and he hoped they would be acted on in their 
order. He then briefly explained the first amend- 
ment, which proposed to limit the fees of certain 
officers of the United States courts. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana opposed the introduc- 
tion of fee bills into an appropriation bill: it was a 
subject, he thought, which required more delibera- 
tion than they were then able to bestow upon it. 

Mr. PHELPS also advocated the passage of the 
usual appropriation bill, and the postponement of 
this question to a future occasion. He was of 
opinion many officers were too highly compensated; 
but then, within forty-eight hours of the close of 
the session, they could not give the subject the con- 
sideration it required. 


Mr. BENTON was in favor of the limitation 
proposed to be placed on these fees and salaries. 
He was opposed to the whole idea of making for- 
tunes out of the public service. He was willing to 
allow to every person employed by the Government 
a fair compensation for his service; he was willing 
to give the person employed by the year, as well 
as the day laborer, a fair and liberal remuneration 
for his time and service; bat he scouted the whole 


.idea of making fortunes out of offices. Itis not 
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for that purpose, said he, that offices were created. 
They were created for the public good, and not for 
individual emolument; and those who wanted for- 
tunes should look for them clsewhere—should 
look for them in their own exertions, and 
in the pursuits of trade and business. No good 
had resulted to the public from these great salaries; 
on the contrary, the greatest defalcations had hap- 
pened where the fees and salaries were greatest. 
The idea of getting rich suddenly too often led to 
spsculatfons and adventures, whch ended in the 
application of the public monejs to private uses! 
Fair and reasonable compensation was all that 
ought to be allowed. Besides the inherent objec- 
tion to extravagant salaries, and their tendency to 
lead officers into speculations and the use of. the 
public money, there was another objection to them, 
arising from their tendercy to increase the thirst for 
office, and to bring improper characters to apply for 
them. When a fortune is to follow office, the desire 
for it isincreased. The most avaricious become the 
most clamoroum They devote themselves to its 
acquisition. They enter the field for the candi- 
daie from whom they expect reward. They spare 
no means, fair or foul, to elect him. If they suc- 
ceed in the election, they go and demand a reward, 
as if they had beea working for wages, and become 
dissatisfied if they do not get it. ‘There is enough 
in the honors of office, and in the attractions of a 
reasonable salary, to bring sufficient heat and strife 
intoour elections There is no necessity for add- 
ing to these inducements by setting up foriunes to 
reward the exertions of political adventurers. 
There is no necessity to whet the appetites, or to 
stimulate the passions, or to increase the exertions 
of the office seeking corps, They are numerous 
enough, ardent enough, zealous enough in elec- 
tions, and importunate enough after elections are 
over, without requiring the prize of a fortune to be 
added to the honors and ordinary emoluments of 
office. Such fees and salaries as those mentioned— 
twenty—forty—sixty—eighty thousand dollars— 
ovght to be curtailed. They excite cupidity for 
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office, lead to exiravagance, are contrary to the ut 


| 


fragal character of our Government, and tend to 
beget a sordid and mercenary spirit in our elections. 
The land office emolaments had all been limited ia 
the new States; the custom-house, marshals, and 
others should be limited in the old Stat<s. 

Mr. B. said the present was a suitable occasion 
to fulfil a promise which he had made a few days 
ago, in replying to some very disinterested and pa- 
triotic sentiments delivered by the Senator from 
South Carolina, on the opposite side of the cham- 
ber (Mr. Paeston.] That Senator bad then deli- 
vered very excellent sentiments in relation to re- 
movals from office—had denounced the spoi's 
doctrine—had declared that proscription was itself 
to be proscribed—that henceforth there were to be 
no removals for cpinion’s sake—no faithful officer 
turned out to make room for a political fiiend—no 
changes except for misconduct—and that the new 
Administration, in allthis, would the reverse of 
the present and the last passed. I took occasion 
upon the instant, (said Mr. B.) to correct that Se- 
nator, so far as the State of Missouri was con- 
cerned; and to let him know that proscription for 
opinion’s sake had never been practised by the 
passed or present Administration in that State— 
that no removals had been made there except for 
cause—that many political opponents had been re- 
appointed to the offices which they had filled—that 
the spoils doctrine had never been practised npon 
there—that this was known toevery body in Mis- 
souri, and should be known to every bedy here; 
and that he would take a suitable occasion to veiify 
this statement by a reference to established facts. 
That occasion has now arrived, and I proceed to 
the fulfilment of my promise. 

Premising that all the appointments made in 
Missouri during Mr. Adams’s admininistration 
were from the rauks of his own political friends, 
and that most of those previously in office were of 
the same political character, I proceed to show, 
by facts, what was the conduct of the Jackson and 
Van Buren administrations with respect to them. 
I begin with the Indian Department—a large sub- 
ject of Federal Executive patronage in that State. 
At the bead of that depariment was General W:1- 
liam Clark. He was the Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs, stationed at St. Louis, strong in the Oppo- 
sition, and almost the last act of his life was to 
vote the whole Opposition ticket. He was not only 
not removed by General Jackson, but at the re-or- 
ganization of the Indian Department in 1834, 
when he was legislated out of office, he was re-ap- 
pointed by General Jackson, and remained in of- 
fice till his death, about two years ago. After his 
death, the vacancy was filled by a gentleman of 
our politics, (Major Pilcher,) not for political ser- 
vices in the elections, but for pre-eminent fitness 
for the station. He had had nothing todo with 
the great political contest which terminated in Ge- 
neral Jackson’s eleciion. He happened to be, 
during that period, some thousands of miles be- 
yond the verge of civilization, engaged in the ardu- 
ous pursuils of the fur trade; and the first news 
he received of General Jackssn’s election was 
about a year after the event, and through London 
newspapers, which had reached the head of the 
Columbia river, where he then was, by the way of 
Hadson’s bay. He has held the place two years, 
and is better fiited for it than any man in Ametica. 


‘I have known him for thirty years, and know what 


I say to be true. He is fitted for the station ia 
every way—in judement—in experien:e—in know- 
Jedge of the Indians and of the traders—in their 
confidence in him—in his quiet and firm tempera- 
ment—in his age and habits—in his punctual at- 
tention to every daty—in bis faithful application, 
ae Spenenning for every doilar that goes to his 
nd. 

Mr. John Dovgherty, Indian agent on the Mis- 
gouri, salary $1,800. He wes arative of Ken- 
tucky, appointed by Mr. Adams, thoroughly in 
opposition, aud comp'aint made against him for 
improper interference in an election, ard was on 
the point of beine dismissed by the Secretary at 
War, (Mr. Exton) when, at my instance, the or- 
der was suspended uotil the complaint could be 
examined, and was ascertained to be uafounded. 
He served until 1834, when he was legislated out 
























of office at the reorganization of the agencies. He 
was then re-appointed by President Jackson, served 
out the term of four years, was thea re-appointed 
by President Van Buren, and resigned in 1839. 
He is now a member of the General Assembly of 
Missouri, and is as decidedly opposed to our party 
as any man in the State. 

Major Taliaferro, Indian agent on the Upper 
Mississippi, salary $1,300 per annum. Not only 
was he not removed, but when legislated out of 
office in 1834, with other agents, he was re-ap- 
pointed by General Jackson, at an increased sala- 
ry, served his term of four years, was re-appoint- 
ed by Mr. Van Buren, and held the place till he 
chose to resign. He was entirely opposed to us in 
politics. 

Mr. P. L. Chouteau; he was appointed agent to 
the Osazes by General Jackson, though of opposi- 
tion politics, remained in office till 1834, when, at 
the reorganization of the agencie:, his place was 
reduced to a sub-agency, and he deciined to hold it 
any longer. 

Mr. J. V. Hamilton; he was oppointed succes- 
sor to Major Dougherty in 1839, in the recess of 
Congress, and without the knowledge of the Mis- 
souri delegation. They would have objected to it 
if they had known it, but the appointment begin 
made, they left it to run-its course. He is now in 
office, and in opposition to us. ‘ 

These, sir, are the principal appointments of the 
Indian Department in Misseuri, and from this 
statement it is seen that, so far from being 
proscribed for opinion’s sake, the Opposition 
nearly menopolized the Indian offices duriog the 
administrations of General Jackson and Mr. Van 
Burea. 

I now proceed to the Land Offices, another con- 
siderable subject of Federal patronage in Missouri. 
In this branch of the public service, the head of 
the business, and one who had much patronage, 
was appointed by General Jack-on, and served out 
a term of four years. This was Mr. Elias Lang- 
ham, Sarveyor General. He was not re-appointed, 
and that for good cause, 

Major Christy, Register uf the Land Office at St. 
Louis; he was twice re-appointed by General 
Jackson, and died in his office in the year 1837. 

General Pratte, Receiver of Public Moneys at 
St. Louis, served out his term of four years, 
and was then succeded by a gentleman of different 
polities. 

Mr. John Hays, Receiver of Pub!ic Moneys at 
Cape Girardeau, was re-appointed by Gereral 
Jackson, and saved from removal upon my inter- 
position, at one time when he was deficient tem- 
porarily in making a deposie of public money. 

Mr. Guild, a gentleman of opposition politics, 
was appointed successor to Mr. Hays, and served 
out four years. 

In the Post Office Department, in Missouri, no 
removals have been made that I know of, except 
for cause. A majority of the post oflices are now 
held by the Opposition, while they are themselves 
a rainority of the State. The poat office at St. Louis, 
the best office in the gift of the President in Mis- 
souri, was he'd eleven years anda half, under the 
Jackson and Van Buren administrations, by Mr. 
Wi'son P. Hunt, a gentleman decidedly opposed 
to us in politics. Ele held the offiee near twenty 
years in all,cf which more than half the time was 
under the Administrations to which he was op- 
posed. He was not only not removed, bot was ie- 
appointed by General Jackson in 1836, when legis- 
lated out of office by the new post: flice law. He 
served out the four years term under this eppoint- 
ment, and was succeeded in Ju'y Jasi by Mr. 
Tromas Watson, a genteman of our political 
party. Of the twelve years which this im- 
portant appointment was fh our gif',eleven and 
atalé of it saw it occupied by a gentleman op- 
posed to us in politics, and cnly half'a year has it 
been occupied by one of our own patty. ‘The pre- 
sent incumbent (Mr. Watson) was for twenty-five 
years postmaster at the most considerable town in 
North Cafolina, (Newbern;) he understands his 
duties, and performs them correctly. No mancan 
impeach his conduct, public or private, or attritute 
to him aazht that is wrong in word or deed. He 
has been a consistent Democrat forty years; a quiet, } 


courieous, inoffensive man, of whom every one 
will speak well, except those who want his office. 

Thas, sir, stands the account of proscription in 
Missouri, many of the best offices in the State be- 
ing in the bands of the Opposition during their own 
pleasure, or until the expiration of their terms, and 
some of them ten and eleven years out of twelve. 
Certainly there were some removals; but they were 
few in number, tell nearly equally upon both par- 
ties, and were always for cause. Of three land 
officers removed, two were on our own side; of two 
marshals removed, one was on our own side; of 
two district altlorneys either remored or not re- 
appointed, it was one and on: of each political party. 
In no case that I knew of, was there an instance of 
removal for the purpose of making room for a pe- 
litieal triend, but for the parpose of getting rid of 
an improper officer. For myself, my uniform an- 
swer to ail those who applied to have others re- 
moved, was that they must show misconduct. When 
that was not done, I refased to recommend the re- 
moval; and this is known to the whole State of 
Missouri. 

Mr. B. said he could give other instances of po- 
litical opponents retained in office in Missouri, bat 
he bad mentioned enough to comply with his pro- 
mise, and to show, by fac's, that proscription for 
opiuion’s sake had never been practised in that 
State—that it was a praciice unknown there—and 
must originate with the new Administration, if it gets 
there at all. During the twelve years which the De- 
mocracy have borne sway, ho app*intments, or re- 
movals, have been made in Missouri, except for the 
public service; and he was proud to be able to say that 
they had been good appointmeats, and had pro- 
moted the public service. He looked with pride 
and satisfaction upon the conduct of the public of- 
ficers in that State for twelve years past. It was 
an example to the whole Urion. Great was the 
amount of public money collected and disbursed 
there—greater, perhaps, than at any point in the 
Union, except New York. The receipts of many 
land offices centred there; a great number of dis- 
bursing officers and zgents received their sapplies 
of money there; vast sums had been transferred 
from that point to New York; it was probable that 
twenty or thirty millions had been collected and 
distributed from that point in the Jast twelve years; 
and nothing had been lost to the Government. He 
believed there were no Josses in all thattime. All 
was well there; and if the new Administration 
practises on the professions which the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. Paxston] has made, they wiil 
have no remevais to make in that Sate. They 
can make none without violating those professions, 
and without commencing and introducing that sys- 
tem of proscription which we have avoided, end 
which they: bave denounerd. 

Mr. B. said that he felt himself at liberty tospeak 
freely and disinterestedly on this subjec!. He had 
no relations in office to dread the removing power. 
Daring the twenty years thathe had been in Con- 
gress, no relation of bis had been appcinied to 
office. He had uniformly discouraged and disceun- 
tenanced applicatioas fer office, on the part of his 
relations. He had suffered no one of them to be 
appointed. Friends he had, in office, there, who 
are worthy of their places, and who esnnot be re- 
moved without a violation of the principles whieh 
the Senator from South Carolina bas proclaimed. 
If these principles are violated in the person of any 
of these friends, or in the person of any individual 
in Missouri, the party doing it must expect to hear 
of it, and to see their co: duct confronted with their 
professions as well as with the examples of the 
Jackson and Van Buren administrations, 

After a few words from Messrs. PHELTS, 
WALKER, and HENDERSON, the amendment of 
the commitiee was adopted. 

And the amendment to the same clause, limiting 
the remuneration, by fees, of district aitorneys, 
marshals, ard clerks, after being deba'ed by Messrs. 
WALKER, SEVIER, and WRIGHT, was also 
agreed to. 

The next in order, was an amendment of the 
committee to the clause limiting the receipts of 
postmasters to $5,000 per annum, in the fol 
terms: “Including salary, commissions, boxes, atid 
all fees, perquisites, and emoluments, of any nate 
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or character wha'soever, and for any service what- 
soever.” 

Mr. SOUTHARD objected to any interference 
with the arrangements of postmasters to accommo- 
date individuals with boxes; by the use of boxes, 
individuals received their letters without detention; 
and so long as the postmasiers afforded this accom- 
modation, at a small remuneration for the extra 
trouble undertaken, and the expense of the boxes, 
he was opposed to any interference by the Govern- 
ment with such arrangement. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained to the Senator from 
New Jersey the clause under discussion. The 
clanse provided that three thousand dollars per 
annum should be paid to the postmaster for the 
accommodation of the public with boxes, which, 
added to the salary of $2,000, made the total of 
$5,000 per annom, which, he conceived, was a 
sufficient remuneration for any postmaster. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said the question was whether 
$5,000 was now a sufficient remuneration for a 
postmaster. That point being settled, he pro- 
ceeded to show that the use of boxes was advania- 
geous, and a saving of trouble to the postmasters; 
and if the clause were adopted, he doubted not the 
number of boxes would be increased, and the sum 
paid for them reduced, for he never expected any 
sarplus from this sourse to come to the pubdlic 
Treasury, and hence a larger number of business 
men would be benefited. 

Mr. TALLMADGE opposed the clause at some 
length; and in the course of his remarks, he inti- 
mated that the subject was not understood by hono- 
rable Senators. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said when they gave the 
postmaster of New York $5,000 per annum, they 
gave him as much as they gave the Chief Justice 
ol the Supreme Court, whose qualifications must 
necessarily be of a much higher order. Why, they 
oaly gave $6,000 per annum to the heads of De- 
partments here. He thought he understood this 
matter perfectly, and he trusted the Senate under- 
stood it, and that they would give the gentlemen 
who had been preaching ‘‘retrenchment” and “re- 
form” so long, a proper start. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. WHITE, 
PRESTON, LINN, and others. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, with a resoluiion for the suspension 
of the 16th joint rule, by which no bill could be re- 
ceived by one branch cf Congress from the other 
during the last three days of the session, to which 
the assent of the Senate was asked. 

On the mo'ion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate 
concurred, and the navy appropriation and other 
bills were received and referred. 

The VICE PRESIDENT la‘d before the Senate 
a letter from the President elect, informirg the 
Senate that he will be ready to take the oath pre- 
scribed by the Constitution previously to entering 
on a discharge of his official duties, and at such 
plaee as the Senate may think proper to designate; 
which was read. 

On mvtion by Mr. PRESTON the Vice Presi- 
DENT was directed to appoint a committee of three 
Senators to make the necessary arrangements for 
the reception and inauguration of the President 
elect, and to apprise him of the same; aod Mr. 
Paeston, Mr. Bayarp, and Mr. Wuirs, were ap- 
pointed the commitiee. 

Toe Seoate adjourn:d afew minutes past nine 
o'siock. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpbay, March 1, 1841. 

Mr. RUSSELL modified the resojution offered 
by him on Saturday, as follows: 

Resolved, That hereafier the daily hour of mret- 
iag of this House shall be ten o'clock, a. m. and 
to-morrow, the time, from ten to twelve o’clock at 
noon, shali be devoted to ihe consideration of pri- 
vate bills from the Senate, in their regular order, in 
Committee of the Whole House; and on Wedaes- 
day next, the time from ten o'clock 'o0 twelve at 
noon, shall be devote to the consideration of pri- 
vate bills from the Senate on the Speaker’s table, 
if such Jength of time shall be required for that 


purpose. 
Tas question being taken on the adoption of the 
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resolation, it passed in the aflirmative—ayes 111, 
noes 38. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to present certain resolutions from 
the Legislature of the State of Rhode Island, and 
that they be printed. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved a suspension of 
the rules ia relation to the order of business: but the 
motion did not prevail. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
now resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
the state of the Union. 

Toe SPEAKER stated that there was a special 
order for to-day—(the steamboat bills ) 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the spe- 
cia! order was postponed until to-morrow. 

The House then, on the motion’of Mr. J. re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Dawson in the chair) 
and took up the bill making appropriations for 
certain 
FORTIFICATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE 

YEAR I1S41, 

The bill hsving been read, - 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina moved to 
strike out the words “thirty-five thousand” for re- 
pairs of Fort Independence, and insert in lieu 
thereof $90,000. 

After some remarks from Mr, T. in support of 
his amendment, in wh'ch he contended that it was 
our imperative duty to provide for a more effectual 
defence, 

Mr. JONES resisted the amendment. The biil 
submitted was intended to appropriate for the old 
works of the country which needed repair, and for 
the continuance of works now in progress. There 
was another large class of works which could not 
come into this bill. He admitted the importance 
ef a work at the outiet at Lake Champlain; but 
as there was no law for it, it could not, under the 
rules of the House, be appropriated fer. It was 
not in order to graft the provi-ions of other bills 
upon the general appropriation bill for fortifications. 
There were now anexpended appropriations to the 
amount of nearly a million of dellars. The 
amount at last session was $712,897; at the present 
session $439.500; making in all $1,152,397, of 
which $926,000 remained unexpended. 

Mr. THOMPSON appealed to Mr. J. to take 
up the bill from the Commiitee on Military Affairs, 
which covered the-entire ground of the preeent bill, 
and added other works necessary. 

Mr. JONES sat that the bill appropriated 
$1,700,000 to fortifications; could it be expected 
such a bill should get through without protracted 
debate? It must cut off all other business. To the 
present bill no serious objection would be made. 
Let this pass, and then let the gentleman bring up 
his bill. The appropriations in this bill were sof- 
ficient to keep the works geing till the middle of 
the following year; it had not reduced the estimates 
of the Department one dollar. 


Mr. J. inquired if this amendment, being an item 
contained in another bill before the House, was in 
order? 

The CHAIR decided that it was; it did not pro- 
pose to engraft another bill on this bill. 

Mr. HUNT made some remarks in favor of 
laying aside the present bill, and taking up that 
from tho Military Committee. 

Afier some remarks from Mr. FILLMORE, 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew the amendment. 


Mr. CROSS moved to amend by inserting an ap- 
propriation of $50,000 for Fort Wayne, but the 
Carr decided that it woald not be then in order. 


Mr. SMITH of Maine moved to amend the bill 
by inserting $6,600 for Foyts Preble and Scammel, 
io Portland harbor. Mr. 8. referred to the report 
from the Department, showing that these works were 
going to ruin for want of a small appropriation, 
and he appealed to the justice of the House in 
favor of his amendment. The Commitiee of Ways 
and Means had taken gcod care of Boston harbor 
and the Galf of Mexico, but seemed to have for- 
got‘ea thatthe whole cost of Maine was exposed, 
while Halifax, the only northern depotof the Bri- 
lish navy, was within a day's sail of every part of it. 


Our fishermen were continually insulted. Here he 
yielded the floor at the request of 

Mr. THOMPSON, who said he would state a 
fact that would supersede the gentleman’s speech. 
This sum had been appropriated at tke last session 
and remained unexpended. , 

Mr. SMITH said that that statement would ap. 
ply to many items of the bill as well as the item for 
Portland harbor. 

Mr. JONES explained. The application of this 
mcney had only been suspended. The appropria- 
tion was still binding, as much soas if now passed 
over again. 

Mr. SMITH warmly urged the defenceless state 
of the coast of Maine, on which, though two hun- 
dred and fifty miles in length, not a single gun was 
mounted. The State last year cleared 140,000 tons 
of shipping from those undefended ports of hers, 
Her commerce employed 6,000 men. Pertland alone 
owned 46000 tons of shipping, «nd her imports 
were $192,000. True, there was a small appro- 
priation made last year, but he was opposed to 
leaving its expenditure to the mere discretion of the 
President. The chairman said this bill was for 
old works. Well, if so, there were few works in 
the country older than those of Portland harbor. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said, he was not opposed 
to defence by fortification, but it was utterly useless 
to erect new ones, and then leave them unarmed. 
Scarce one was at this moment fully equipped with 
ordnance. If gen'lemen would incorporate a provi- 
sion for arming the forts, Mr. J. would go as far 
as he that went farthest in supporting such a mea- 
sure. Here were $400,000 asked to repair forts al- 
ready built. He would glance fora moment at 
the present supply of ordnance in the country. He 
here went into a statement showing that, for forts 
already completed, 1,178 cannon were needed, 
while those under construction would need 2,578; 
all these were absolutely requisite to render the 
present bill of the least possible utility. 782 more 
would be needed for forts building and repairing, 
and 3.506 for works projected by the Board of En- 
gineers; besides 5,283 to complete the defences of 
our coast. He made these statements on the au- 
thority of the War Department. How many 
cannon did we now possess? The fact would as- 
tonish every man. We had but 30 battering can- 
non, 42 pounders; 60 in depot, 42 pounders; 38 
more under contract. Of other pieces, we had 
but 144. He then adverted to the improvements 
in gunnery in the throwing of kollow shot, and the 
adoption and perfection of this improvement by 
foreign nations. As to shells and balls, we stood 
in immediate need of 3,020,941 more than we now 
possessed. By the use of these hollow shot, fortifi- 
ca'ions had been in a few hours blown up and de- 
stroyed which had defied whole navies for centu- 
rics. Mr. J. urged the propriety and neeessity of 
placing our entire coast ina state of defence. He 
was the last man to desire a state of war; but he 
held that the best way to avoid collision with Eng- 
land was to be prepared to meet her; and so with 
all foreign powers. He would urge this necessity 
even were the peace of the werld the most pro- 
found; how much more pressing was it under cir- 
cumstances like the present. It was due to the na- 
tional honor to sustain the Executive in negotia- 
tions under our intricate relations with a foreign 
power. i 

Mr. J. concluded by moving to lay aside the bill 
now before the committee, to take up the bill from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, with a view to 
move an amendment to it empowering the Presi- 
dent of the United States to purchase a site for a 
foundry, and to enter into.contracts for the requi- 
site ordnance. 


Mr. PICKENS rose for the purpose of disabusing 
the minds of the committee in relation to a rumor 
which he was astonished to find was in existence, 
in relation to the case of McLeod. When he 
came into the hall, to his great astonishment he 
found that a rumor was in circulation, and had 
been alluded to in debate, that an angry correspond- 
ence had taken place between Mr. Forsyth and 
Mr. Fox, in relation to the imprisonment of 
McLeod. I: was with pleasure, therefore, he 
stated that he rcceived information from the most 
authentic source, that there was no foundation for 
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such arumor. There had been no correspondence |} had but little connection with the Atlantic cities. '| The bill reported by the Military Committee is 





calculated in any way to produce any more difli- 
culty than previously existed. It was true that cor- 

dence had taken place, but it wasso unimpor- 
tant as not to be deemed necessary to communicate 
itto either branch of Congress. He conceived it 
highly important that this explanation sbou'd be 
received, as he hoped the commitiee would not 
legislate under a false impression. No correspon- 
dence had taken place which was calculated to 
vary the position of ihe parties since the correspon- 
dence which had last been presented to the House. 
These false ramors tad been alluded to from seve- 
ral quarters of the House, and were calculated to 
produce unsound legislation. 

Mr. P. then proceeded to say that he hoped the 
pill reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means would be adopted speedily. 

The general system of fortification demznded by 

entlemen, required a practical knowledge before 
all its bearings could be known; and he would take 
occasion to say, that when the next Administration 
came into power, let them propose a general sys- 
tem as a whole—a system of defence for all the 

poinis of the country; and if it should be a system 
that his judgement could approve, he would pledce 
himself that he would not stop to ask what was the 
miserable amount of revenue that might be de- 
rived from a tax on wines or silks, but he would 
cheerfully vote an amount equal to the whole pro- 
ceeds of wines and silks imported, if the next Ad- 
ministration should deem it requisite and proper 
for the defence of the country by any new contin- 
gency. 

Mr. P. went on to contend that no system of 
Jand fortification could posssbly answer, unless it 
should be connected at various points with the navy. 
It would be utterly impussible to protect our exten- 
sive coast, unless a proper connection was had 
with a naval force. ‘Take ceniral and leading 
points, which can protect and sustain your naval 
defences, suited to our extensive coast of 2,000 
miles. It is sieam batteries and steamships that 
can give you defence suited to the improvements of 
the age. 

Mr. P. contended that our present system of for- 
tifications was utterly§ unsuitable for the present 
wants of the country. The system had been par- 
tially brought from France in 1816, and, since the 
introduction of steam power, was to a great extent 
inapplicable to our extensive territory and sparse 
population. 

In answer to a question from Mr. Mowros, as 
to what was the system brought from France, 

Mr. PICKENS explained its nature, and said it 
was principally carried through by General Ber- 
nard, distinguished in France and in this country; 
and again urged that it was a system, now, 
since the introduction of steam power, as totally 
inapplicable for the defence of a country with such 
an extensive coast as ours. Mr. P. then said how 
he would connect the land fortifications with the 
naval force. He would, he said, establish ; oints at 
the following places, where the forts could co-ope- 
rate with the navy; he would take a central point 
between the St. Croix and Cape Cod; and then 
New York and the mouth of the Chesapeake be- 
tween Cape Cod and Cape Hatteras; and then be- 
tween Hatteras ani Cape Florida, he would fortify 
Charleston and the mouth of the Savannah river; 
and then between Cape Florida and the Sabine he 
would fortify Pensacola and the mouths of the Mis- 
sippi; he would have all these points well fortified 
to protect and sustain an efficient system of naval 
defences suited to your extensive sea-coast and 
commerce. As to the interior points of fortifica- 
tion, and those of smaller grades, he would discard 
them—he looked upon them as behind the age. 

But, said Mr. P. any other system of fortification 
confined exclusively to land, will prove a miserable 
failure. 

In answer to another interrogatory, Mr. P. ob 
served that it would be folly to think that England 
would ever think of invading us again from the 
Canadas. England could have no object in at- 
tempting a permanent invasion on that frontier. 
The case now and at the last war in 1812, was 
widely different. In 1812 that portion of the coun- 
try on the lake frontier was thinly populated, and 





Owing to its defenceless position, the consequence 
was that the British formed their plan of invasion 
of the lake coast, with a view to connect a military 
cordon throwgh the interior to New Orleans, and 
cut off the Valley of the Mississippi from the At- 
lantic States. They bad some prospects of succeed- 
ing at that period—hence the invasion was there. 
But now the case was widely different. That port 
of the country was now densely populated, and 
with a population, too, decidedly warlike and 
spirited to the highest degree, so that now 
it would be madness on the part of Great Bri- 
tain to attempt an invasion in that quarter, 
She could gain nothing by it; but the danger 
would be the reverse, and the invasion would be 
from this country upon Canada if a rupture should 
take place, which he trusted would not occur; and 
he believed it would not. What I mean to say, 
continued Mr. P. is, let the next Administration, 
when it comes into power, propose a proper system 
of foriification—a system embracing the improve- 
ments of the age, and calculated to meet the wants | 
of the country—and I will go with them to the 
utmost. I will not only go for a tax on 
wines and silks, but [ wil! most cordially, when 
the proper time shall arrive, give them my support, 
if any serious difficulty should arise to call for it. 
I will, then, at a proper time, vote for all they may 
want. But I hold that this is not the proper time, 
and I protest against this system, ef legislating by 
piecemea!, and without proper information, and 
unconnected with a system as a whole, suited to 
the wants of the country. If any seiious difficulty 
should arise between us and a foreign power, (which 
he hoped woald not be the case.) let the Adminis- 
tration call Congress togeiher, and we will meet 
the issues as a free people ought. Let those who 
are to execute laws, and condact negotiations in 
the future, take that course that patriotism may 
dictate, and there can be no difficulty. 

After some remarks from Messrs. TILLING- 
HAST and CUSHING, 

Mr. ANDERSON said he proposed to offer an 
amendment to the amendment of his colleague in 
the following words; For the repair of forts at 
Wiscasset, Damariscotti, Castine, and Eastport, | 
the sum of three thousand dollars each, unle-s his 
colleague would accept this amendment as a modi- 
fication of his own, providing an appropriation for 
the repair of Forts Preble and Scammel. 

Mr. SMITH having so modified his proposition 
as to include the first named works, 

Mr. ANDERSON remarked that he went with 
pleasure for the amendment as it now stood, and only 
regretted that he was prevented by the rules of the 
House from including in his a:.endment an appro- 
priation for the commencement of a fortificatien 
greatly more important than any he had named, 
and one which had received the most favorable re- 
commendation from the Sorps of Engineers and 
the Department of War; he alladed to a fortifica- 
tion at the mouih of Penobscot river, opposite 
Buckspert. Mr. A said he had now in his drawer 
an amendment appropriating fifty thousand dol- 
lars for the commencement of this important work, 
which he intended to offer should the motion 
of the chairman of the Commitice on Military Af- 
fairs, to Jay aside the present billand take op that 
reported by him, prevaii; andin reference to that 
bill, Mr. A. could n>t refrain from expressing his 
surprise, that this necessary work should have 
been omitted. Mr. A. read frem the report of the 
War Department, upon the national defences, com- 
municated at the Jast session, showing the impor- 
tance of this work, and an estimate of iis cost from 
the corps of engineers; and in the table appended 
to that report, Mr. A. showed that it was not only 
in the table of works to be first commenced, but the 
very first in that class,and he was astonished that 
the committee, who professed to be governed by the 
recommendation and estimates of the Department, 
should have wholly omitted this work. Mr. A. 
went into some particulars, showing the great im- | 
portance of this fortification, as affording a refuge | 
in time of war for the extension and growing com- | 
merce of Penobscot Bay and River, a commerce | 
increasing with rapid strides, and which promises 
to surpass that of any other section of the State. 
































singular in other respects, and anxious as he was 
to provice for the national defences, he should feel 
compelled, by a sense of daty to the State he 


had the honor in part to prepresent, to vote against 
it, unless considerablye amended. Nearly three 
hundred thousand dollars are appropriated in that 
bill for the harbor of Boston, and the pitiful sum of 
twenty-five thousand dollars for the whole State of 
Maine—a State having three hundred miles of sea 
coast, and which is now utterly defenceless. His 
colleague had well and truly described the defence- 
less condition of our maritime and interior frontier, 
and he hoped that when the fortification bill, re- 
ported by the Military Committee, should come up, 
the amendment he should offer would reeeive the 
favorable consideration cf the House. Mr, A. said 
he wentin opposition to many of his friends, for 
the proposed increase to the naval appropriation, 
and he did so the more willingly, as it contained a 
provision for the building of steam vessels of a me- 
diam size, which, in case of war, may, in some 
small degree, supply the want of iand fortifications, 
of which his own State was. so totally destitute, 
and he was desirous to support any reasonable ard 
equal proposition for a general system of frontier 
and maritime defences. 

Mr. A. desired to say more in relation to this 
subject—a subject in which his own constitaents, 
and the whole State, were deeply interested, bunt 
would not at this lae period of the session further 
detain the commit ee. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL opposed the idea of laying 

aside the regular bill from the commi'tee, under the 
sanction of the Departments, aod taking up ane- 
ther from a different committee, proposing larger, 
much larger, appropriations for a magnificent sys- 
tem of fortufication. He was 2s much awake to 
the necessity for defence as any man: bat other 
considerations were to be looked at. Here doctors 
disagreed: some héld that the immense sums we 
had spent on these forts were thrown away: tha’, 
n spite of all the millions appropriated, the coun: 
try was defenceless, and a sing!e frigate might cap- 
ture the city of New York! Instead of a new 
system for forts, his plan was entirely different, 
Every few days we had a war humbug to authorize 
the picking of the people’s pockets. This very 
morning he had heard abouta most angry corre- 
spondence between Mr. Fox and Mr. Forsyth. 

His plan was to appropriate only for forts alrea- 
dy begun, and then to appoint acommission to re- 
port on the point whether these forts were or were 
not worthy of being relied on. 

Mr. THOMPSON replied that this very thing 

had been done. Ia May, 1840, a most luminous 
report had been ren‘ered by some of the ablest 
military men ia this country cr in any other, goin 
to show that the new inventions in guncery ont 
steam navigation rendcre| works like those now 
proposed by the Military Cemmittee more needed 
than ever. He trusted he should hear no more cf 
these wild and unfOunded assertions by men unac- 
quainted with military science. 
Mr. VANDERPOEL said be was a man of 
peace, and professed not to “speak of war in the 
presence of Hannibal.” But he must object to a 
magnificent bill at a time when gentlemen were 
proclaiming that the country was exhausted, and on 
the trink of rain. Mr. V. here went back to the 
history of the distribution bill, when gentlemen, in- 
s‘ead of applying our surplus to the defence of the 
country, divided it among the States, But now, 
when they saw the country was fainting, and al- 
most dying, gentlemen’s pairiotism was vivid as the 
lightning. He was glad, however, to find that the 
fears of war were disclaimed on every side. Why, 
then, tax a people ground down by the mal-admi- 
nistration of these dreadful Locos? He protested 
against it. and washed his hands of ir. 

Mr. FILLMORE, in the course of his remarks, 
asked the chairman cf the Commitiee on Foreign 
Affairs, [Mr. Picxens] whether his declaration this 
morning, that there was no foundation for the ru- 
mor about an angry correspondence on the subject 
of McLeod, was not inconsistent with what the 
gentleman had told him a few miuutes previous. 

Mr. PICKENS explained that what he had fir:t 
said in private conversa'ion to the gentleman, was 
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owing to the rumor prevailing when he (Mr. P.) 
came into the hall. gat subsequently he despatch- 
ed a messenger for information, and it was on that 
subseqaent information that he had made the pab- 
li¢ statement to the House. 

The debate was further’ continued by Messrs. 
FILLMORE, MONROE, and POPE, until half 
past two o'clock, when the House took its usual re- 
cess. 





[EVENING SICSSION.] 

After the recess, 

Mr. POPE resumed and concloded his remarks. 

Mr. HAND followed, and at some lengih spoke 
in favor of substituting the bill from the Military 
Committee for that from the Committee of Ways 
and Means. A full report of his remarks wiil be 
given hereafter. 

Afier some remarks from Mr. JAMESON, 

Mr. STARK WEATHER took the floor, and in 
some sarcastic remarks, which convuleed the hall 
with laughter, denounced the idea of any fearof a 
war, now that an “eternal hero” was coming into 
power. The Reporter took full notes, which will 
be written out as early as practicable. 

After inserting additional items of appropriation, 
the committee rose and reported it to the House, 
with three small amendments, which were agreed 
to, and the bill was forthwith passed under the 
operation of the previous question. 

An effort was then made to take up the bill from 
the Senate to continue the corporate existence of 
the banks of the District of Columbia; pending 
which 

The House adjsurned. 





IN SENATE, 
Turspay, March 2, 1841. 

Mr. WALL presented the credentials of the 
Hon. JACOB W. MILLER, elected by the Legis- 
lature of New Jersey a Senator from that State for 
six years from the 4th of March nex!; which were 
read, and ordered on file. 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the fuarihcr 
consideration of all subjects hereiofore referred to 
them and unac‘cd on. 

Similar motions were ma’e by Mr. WALKER, 
of the Committee on Public Lands; by Mr. 
WRIGHT, of the Committee on Finance; by Mr. 
YOUNG, of the Committee on Roads and Cana's; 
and by Mr. LUMPKIN, of the Committee on Ma- 
pufaciures; which were agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON submitted a communication from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting a report from 
the Board of Ordnance Officers who have recent!y 
visited Europe for objects connected with their pro- 
fession; which was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on Contin- 
gent Expenses, to which the subject had been re- 
ferred, reported the resolution allowing additional 
compensation to the assistant doorkeeper, and tothe 
messengers, pages, and laborers of the Senate, and 
of the office of the Secretary of the Senate, which he 
asked the unanimous consent of the Senate to eon- 
sider at the present time. 

Objection bei: g made, the resolution lays over 
one day. 

Mr. YOUNG moved that a document in relation 
to certain citizens of Lilincis of the sect called Mor- 
mons, be printed, and made some remarks in ox. 
planation of his motion, and, after some remarks 
in rep'y by Mr. LINN, who denied the jurisdiction 
of Congress in this matter, and by Messrs. KING 
and WALKER on the impropriety of discussing 
this maiter atall, on motion by the latter, the mo- 
tion to priat was laid on the table—ayes 22, noes 
12 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved that the Senate go 
int» the consideration of the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill, and urged the necessity, from 
the little time left, to act upon it at once. The mo- 
tion was withdrawn at ihe request of 

Mr. BENTON, for the purpose of making a re- 
port from the Committee on Military Affairs, which 
he said would take but a few minutes. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Commitice on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorials on the 


subject of a fortification at Soilers Point Flats, 
made a report, which he asked might be printed. 

In reply toa question of Mr. Preston, Mr. B. 
said the report concluded with a resolution request- 
ing the views of the Administration about coming 
into power eon the subject of a general plan of de- 
fence of the country. The resolution was pre- 
cisely similar in its terms to those which had been 
formerly passed on the subject. 

Mr. PRESTON wished to offer an amendment 
to the resolution, bnt was informed by the Cuair 
that it was notin order, the report not now being 
before the Senate. 

Mr. P. then said, that on the question of printing, 
he would take occasion to express some opinions 
On this subject, and then proceeded at considera- 
ble length, ia the course of bis remarks, alluding 
to the defenceless condition of the country, and 
charging the present and preceding Administra- 
tions with cnlpable neglect on this subject, 

Mr. HUBBARD and Mr. BENTON rose simul- 
taneously, but the Parsipent gave the floor to the 
Senator from New Hampshire, who moved to lay 
the moticn on the table. 

Mr. BENTON assured honorable gentlemen he 
was not going to Jay the foundation for an extra 
session by talking ont this day, and defeating the 
appropriation bills—by making speeches to the gal- 
leries, or to any body else—but as to the statements 
of the Senator on the other side [Mr. Preston] he 
gave them as peremptory a contradiction as the 
rules of parliamentary order would allow; and 
when the proper time came, he would: furnish his 
proofs. 

Mr. PRESTON, much excited, rose while Mr. 
BenTON was speaking, and called for the proofs of 
the Senator from Missouri; and said speeches ad- 
dressed to the galleries came not exclusively from 
his side of the Senate Chamber. 

Mr. BENTON reiterated his intention not to 
consume the day by addvesses to the galleries, but 
he assured the Senator from South Carolina the 
proofs should be forthcoming at the proper time. 

The Senator from South Carolina and the Sena- 
tor from Missouri, continued the reiteration of 
similar observations,and much excitement exis'ed 
in the Senate Chamber, from every part of which 
were heard cries of “order, order.” Ultimately 
the Serators resumed their seats, and the motion 
was laid on the table, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER said he had nothing more to say 
on the subject just disposed of, than to inform the 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Presron,] that 
when the army bill came before the Senate, he 
would give him an opportunity of acting out his 
opinions. He would not ask him for a speech en 
that occasion, but would be satisfied with his vo‘e. 
Mr. 8. said his object now was to report back, 
without amendment, the fol'owing bills from the 
House, which had been referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, viz: 

An act making an appropriation to defray the 
expenses of a delegate of the Seminole Incians 
west of the Mississippi river to Florida, and for 
other purposes, 

An act making an appropriation for the tempo- 
rary support of certain destitute Kickapoo Indians, 
and to defray the expense of subsisting and re- 
moving the Swan creek and Black river Indians 
of Michigan. 

Mr. WRIGHT then inquired if it was in order 
to move to take up the bill msking appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Go- 
verninent for the year 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT answered in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Then I make that motion, and 
I give notice that I will not withdraw it. 

The bill above named was then taken up, and 
the question being cn the amendments proposed by 
the Committee on Finance, they were concurred in 
without opposition. 

Mr. HENDERSON then propesed an amend- 
ment relative to the compensation of officers in the 
federal courts, which was opposed by Mr. 
WRIGHT, and disagreed to—Ayes 5, noes 34. 

The amendments next in order were those offered 
by Mr. Anprrsow, the first of which proposed to 


make it obligatory on every collector of customs, 
naval officer, and surveyor, to render a quarterly 
account of all sums of money received or collected 
for fines, penalties, forfeitures, or seizures of goods, 
or on account of suits instituted for frauds against 
the revenve laws, &c. &c. and to limit the remu- 
neration of the collector to $6,000, the naval of. 
ficer to $5,000, and the surveyor to $4,500. 

Mr. PRENTISS spoke in favor of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he always heard the Se. 
nator from Vermont with the greatest attention, 
and he responded to every word that Senator had 
now uttered. He (Mr. Catuoun) should be glad 
to see this Government brought back to its original 
simplicity; and he trusted the time had now come 
to bring these officers down. If they wished to al- 
lay the excitement of their Presidential contests, 
this was the time, and this the way to do i!; for so 
long as these tempting prizes were pat in the wheel, 
the excitement would continue. Gentlemen oppo- 
site had intimated a disposition to put the country 
in a posture of defence, in which he concurred, and 
he should be glad to see it done systematically; and 
he begged to cali the attention of bonorable gentle- 
men to the fact, that every collar they saved from 
these officers would be so much added to their 
means to put the country ina state of defence. 
But, at the same time, he took occasion to say, he 
should not enter into any scheme of defence, un- 
less some general principles were settled by emi- 
nent military and naval officers: when this was 
done, he was prepared, end should be on all occa- 
sions, to advance in a course of systematic policy, 
and to place this country where it ought to stand 
among the nations of the earth. 


Mr. ANDERSON said, that he should be gra‘i- 
ned, under proper circumstances, to enter into 
the discussion of the whole subject, but the time 
of the Senate was precious, and he would confine 
himself strictly to a very brief statement of the ob- 
jects of the amendment. He had conferred with 
several of his friends in relation to that part of it 
which comprehended fines, penalties, and forfeit- 
ures, and, with a view to obviate any reasonable 
objectior, he had struck it out altogether, although 
he believed that it would be proper to modify the 
existing laws even in that respect. The main ob- 
ject of the amendment was, to curtail the vast sa- 
laries now received by the collectors, naval officers, 
and surveyors, and to put into practical operation 
the law of 1822. This, he said, was but carrying 
out the purpose contemplated by that; and had 
been suggested by the recent developments in New 
York, in regard to the late culiector of that port. 
There was but a single item in this which 
was not to be found, in truth, within the 
intention of the act of 1822. The terms of limi- 
tation used in that were designel to cover the 
whole salary of those officers, as then fixed; but it 
seems that there has been a material departure from 
the objects expressed in the Jaw, and in conformity 
with the principle laid down in a recent decision of 
one of the circuit courts of the United States, the 
collector of New York claims a Jarge sum of pub- 
lic money. This amendment, he said, gave the 
most ampl- salaries to the officers referred to, and 
provides against impositions, such as have been 
practised upon the Governmentheretofore. There 
was but a single item, as he had stated, that of 
storage, which was not compehended by the act of 
1822. The manner in which that bad been mace 
a source of large income, particularly in the city of 
New Yoik, was highly reprehensible, and this 
amendment in that regard, is intended to remedy 
the evil by subjecting it to legal regulation. He 
said, he trusted that the amendmenis would meet 
with the general support of Senators as the means 
of reform. 

In conclusion, he would ask for the ayes and 
noes on his amendment. 

Trae amendment was then adopted—ayes 40, 
noes 0, as follows: 

Y&AS—Mersrs. Allen, Anderson, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Cheate, Clay of 
Alabama, Ciay of Kentucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Dixon, Fulton, Graham, Hubbard, King, Knight, 
Lion, Lumpkin, Mangum, Merrick, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
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ton, Roane, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of India- 
na, Southard, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—40. 

Three other amendments, proposed by Mr. AN- 
DERSON, were also. adopted; the first providing 
that all stores hereafter rented by the collector, na- 
val officer, or surveyor, sball be on public ac- 
count; the second, that false swearing by either of 
the above mentioned officers, on taking the cath at 
the rendition of his 2ccounts, shall be deemed per- 
jury, and be prosecuted as such; and the Jast, that 
all laws inconsistent with the fifth, sixth, and 
seventh seciions of this act, should be thereby re- 

aled. 

PMY. TAPPAN next submitted his amendment, 
providing that the Librarian of Congress should be 
authorized to employ an additional assistant at a 
yearly compensation of $1,150, commencing De- 
cember 1, 1841, which was egreed to, and the 
amount here granted was deducied from the sum 
of $4,085, appropriated as contingent and other ex- 
penses of the library. 

Mr. KNIGHT withdrew an amendment which 
he had offered; his object, he said, having been ac- 
complished in an amendment of the Committee on 
Finance, which had been adopted. 

The bill was then reported to thé Senate, and the 
amendments were concurred in, and the bill as 
amended was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Cemmitiee on Com- 
merce, reported the bill making appropriations for 
the improvement of the harbors on the Northern 
and Northwestern lakes, with various amendments: 
the report accompanying the bill was ordered to be 
printed. « 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the Senate 
then proceeded to the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year 1841. 

The amendments of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, which augmented the appropriations for 
the several navy yards to the estimates of the Navy 
Department; which were agreed to. 

Mr. WALL proposed as an amendment an ap- 
propriation of $10,000 to maintain, under the con- 
trol of the Secretary of the Navy, two of Franci:’s 
lifeboats, to be stationed at Rockaway, N. Y. and 
Long Branch, N. J. which was agreed to—ayes 18, 
noes 17. 

Mr. TALLMADGE proposed an amendment 
appropriating $3,000 for house-rent for the com- 
mandants of the navy yards at Philadelphia and 
Broolelyn; which was disagreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON proposed an amendment appro- 
priating a sum of money for defraying the expenses 
of transporting to Washington the objects of natu- 
ralhistory collected by the Exploring Expedition. 

After some remarks from Mr. SEVIER in op- 
position, and Messrs. WALKER and TAPPAN 
in favor of the amendment— 

Mr. KING would go so far as to vote an ap- 
propriation to transmit these articles to this city 
if they were to be placed in the Patent Office, but 
he would go no further, if it were intended after- 
wards to appoint acommittee to attend to them, or 
to erect a place in which they should be kept. 

Mr. PRESTON said there was a large room in 
the Patent Office which that Department would 
not require for some years, and he therefore thought 
that would be the proper plan in which these things 
should be preserved until some arrangement could 
be made by which they could be made beneficial to 
the country. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, in matters of this descriz- 
tion, which were likely to mvolve other expendi- 
tures, great caution was necessary, and he should 
vote against the amendment. 

Mr. LINN thought it was possible to exercise 
too much caution; he should devire to see an ana- 
tomy, as it were, of this great country, thus collect- 
ed, and he believed the Patent Office was the pro- 
per place, which had been contemplated when that 
building was erected. 

The amendment was then adopted—ayes 23, 
noes 16. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and the 
amendments made as in committee of the whole 
were concurred in, except one offered by Mr. Wait 
making an appropriation of $10,000 for the esta- 
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blishment of life boats affRockaway, in the State 
of New York, and at Long Branch, in the State of 
New Jersey. 

Mr. HENDERSON then moved an amendment 
to the amendment of the Senator from New Jersey, 
for the purpose of increasing the number of sta- 
tions from 2 to 9, at various points cf the exten- 
sive seaboard of this country, and the appropria- 
tion from $10,000 to $50,000. 

Mr. NORVELL offered an additional amend- 
ment for the establishment of various similar esta- 
blishments on the lakes. 

Mr. SEVIER likewise sumitted an amendment 
,for the establishment of life-boat stations on nu- 
merous points of the Ohio river. 

Mr. WALL said it was obvious these amend- 
ments were offered for the purpose of destroying 
the bill; and if the honorable Senator thovght the 
lives of our sailors were worthy of the proposed 
appropriations for the trial of such an experiment, 
they would vote for the reconsideration of the 
amendment. He had offered the amendment in 
good faith; for he deemed the safety of the lives of 
our seamen required it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN rrminded the Senate that 
their sand was almost run, and that to-morrow, 
without a suspension of the rvles, no appropriation 
bill cou'd be sent to the President. They could 
not, by any possibility, do much more busine:s; but 
it they passed: much time in debate, they could not 
do that. When he was in Congress some years 
ago, it was understood that nothing should be in- 
troduced into an appropriation bili beyond that 
which was necessary to carry into effect existing 
systems, and that nothing new should be intro- 
duced. He hoped not! ing wou'd would be added 
to this bill beyond that principle, and that the Se- 
nator from New Jersey would withdraw his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WALL defended his amendment, and said 
he was influenced by no local feeling in offering it. 

Mr. KING hoped the Senator from New Jersey 
would withdraw his amendment, that the Senate 
might proceed with its busines 

Mr. HENDERSON consented to withdraw his 
amendment, but 

Mr. WALL refused to with¢raw the amend ment 
which he had preposed; and he asked for the ayes 
and noes thereon, 

The amendment was nega'ived—ayes 12, noe: 
26. 
The bill was then ordered to te engrcsse], and 
read a third time. 

On the motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill 
making appropriations jor civil and diplomatic 
services of the year, was read a third time and 

assed. 

The bill making eppropriations for the support 
of certain Indians, afier being considered as in 
committee of the whole, was ordered to be en- 
grosied, and read a third t me, as was also the bill 
making appropriations to defray the expenses of a 
delegation of Seminole Indians from Arkansas to 
Florida in attempting to effect a pacification of the 
of ihe Florida Indians; and the bills were passed. 

The bill making appropriations for the svpport 
of the army for the year 1841, was taken up as in 
committee of the whole, and several amendments 
were made thereto,on the motion of Mr. BEN- 
TON—one for an- additional appropriation of 
$25,000 for the purchase of a site, and the build- 
irg of an arsenal at Charleston, S. C. and ano. 
ther adding $69,000 to the sum ef $300,090 men- 
tioned in the bill as the appropriation fer armories. 
He said $360,000 was the usual appropriation, and 
$300,000 only had been inserted in the bill, on the 
mistaken suy po-ition that there was a surplus of 
$60,000 in the Tieasury. 


Mr. SEVIER moved an appropriation to com- 
plete ceriain military roads, and he hoped he shoul 
have the support of the Senator from Sonth Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Preston,] who had manifested such a 
desire to put the country ina proper state of de- 
fence. 

Toe amendment was detated by Messrs. SE- 
VIER, CALHOUN, LINN, ANDERSON, FUL- 
TON, WRIGHT, LUMPKIN, and WALKER, 
and was then negatived—ayes 18, noc: 22. 
Another amendment, offered by Mr. SEVIER, 


making an appropriation of $25,000 for the re 
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moval of the raft on Red river, was adopted. 

Mr. KING proposed an appropriation of $20,000 
for a marine hospital at Mobile; which was 
not adopted. 

Mr. PORTER proposed an appropriation of 
$6 000 to defray the expense of surveying and dé- 
signating the boundary line between Michigan and 
Wiskonsan; which was debated by Messrs. 
WRIGHT, LINN, KING, CLAY of Alabama, 
and PORTER, and was epposed on the ground cn 
which some previous amendments had been rejec'- 
ed, that it was not a proper appendage to the army 
bill, * 

The bills considered in committee of the whole, 
were severally reada third time, and passed. 

Mr. WRIGHT reported from the Committee on 
Finance, without amendment, an act making ap- 
propriations for certain fortifications, which was 
considered as in committee of the who'e, read a 
third time, and passed; and 

The Senate then took a recess until 5 o'clock. 





IN SENATE, 
Torspay, March 2, 1811. 
[Evenina Sresion.] 

On moticn by Mr. ROBINSON, the Commitice 
cn the Post Office and Post Roads, was discharged 
from the consideration of all subjects heretofore re- 
ferred to them, and unacted on. 

The bill making appropria‘ions for the support 
of the army for the year 1841, was then taken up, 
the question being on egreeing to av appropriation 
for running the boundary line between Michigan 
and Wiskonsan; wh‘ch was agreed to, and the bill 
ordered to be engrcs:ed for a third reading. 

The motion of Mr. WALKER to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill making appropriations for 
the current and contingent expenses of the Indian 
Department for the year 1841 was ordered to be 
engrossed, was then taken up. 

This proposition gave rise toan animated debate; 

the contested p: int being the provision to set apart 
the country west of the 19th degree of longitude in 
perpetuity for Indian settlement, Mr. SEVIER, 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama, an! Mr. KING, in the 
affirmative, on the ground of the impropriety cf 
corfining the location ot these Indians to the fron- 
tier of Arkansas and Missouri, and Mr, WALK- 
ER, Mr. TAP2@AN, Mr. WHITE, Mr. ALLEN, 
Mr. BENTON, Mr. YOUNG,and Mr. WRIGHT, 
in the negative. The reconsi¢eration was carriea 
—iyes 31, noes 12, and the provision was stricken 
out. 
Mr. SEVIER then moved to reconsider the ap- 
propriations for Indian treaties. In his opinion, 
there was no propriety of making treaties for the 
rem val of the Indinns, when you had not a foot 
of soil to put them on when you had removed 
them. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. WHITE moved to amend by adding $5,000 
for the expenses of the Miami treaty in November 
last, whch was agreed to. 

The bi!l was then ordered to a third reading. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitte! a letter 
frou the Secre‘ary of the Treasury, transmi ting a 
communication from the Register of the Treasury, 
in relation to the annaal statement of commerce 
and navigation; shich was Jaid on the table, and 
two thousand extra copies of the annual statement 
ordeied to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following reso!u- 
t on for considera'ion: 

Liisolved, Thet the President of the United States 
be reques'ed to cause to be laid belore ihe Senate, 
at the commencement of the next session of Con- 
gress, a comparative staicment of the condition of 
the pnblic defences by land and water, and of all 
the preparations aad means of defence, on the first 
day of January, 1829, and on the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1841; toge:her with a comparative statement 
of the actual and authorized strength of the army 
of the United States on the same days. 

Mr. PRESTON objected to its considsration, and 
it lies over. 

The bill making appropriation for the currert 
and centingent ex;enses of the Indian Depaitment, 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Indian 
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tribes, tor the year 1841; was read a third time, and 


The VICE PRESIDENT then rose, and ad- 
dressed the Senate as follows: 

Yesterday I intimated to the Senate that J should, 
some time during the session of this day, feel it my 
duty to retire from my seat, for the purpose of giv- 
ing the Senate an opportunity of selecting a pre- 
siding officer, for the convenience of organization 
on the 4th of March; and I have selected this mc- 
ment for that purpose, and to separate the official 
ties which have existed between myself and the 
members of this body for the last four years. 1 
have much doubted the propriety of making any 
remarks on this occasion. What I say, therefore, 
shall be very brief, because the time would not per- 
mit, nor would it be proper for me to give utier- 
ance to all that my fcelings suggest. 

In taking my Jeave of the members of this body, 
language is jnadequaie to express the feelings which 
agitate my bosom. I have been associated with a 
very great majority of the members of the Senate, 
not only here during the last four years, but for 
many years, in the councils of our common coun- 
try; and it has beeo my great happiness, during that 
period, whatever diversity of opinion or sentiment 
has existed between me and my political friends 
on minor poinis, or between me and those from 
whom I differ on points of greater magnitude, to 
know that my personal relations with them have 
ever been kind and tender. I was elected to the 


place I occupy by an equal vote of the Electoral 
“College, and by a majority of the votes of the Se- 


nate, after having served my country for the term 
of thirty-two years—two years in my native State 
asa member of i's Legislature, and thirty years in 
the Congress of the United States, either as a mem- 
ber of the House of Representa'ives or as a mem- 
ber of the Senate; and in the discharge of the la- 
bors and toils which devolved upon me in this chair 
—humbie as was the attewpt to discharge them 
faithfully—my station has been rendered pleasant 
and agreeable: and I must not omit to say that 
whatever momentary avitation or excitement in de- 
bate may have interrupted the harmony and quiet 
and order of the body, I can declare, with truth 
and with candor, that such has been the generous, 
the magnanimous course of the individual mem- 
bers of the bocy, and particularly such has been 
their indalgence towards me, who never studied 
the rales of order technically, that my sta- 
tion here has been rendered pleasant and 
agreeable. And if, in the discharge of my 
official duties, I have ever failed to gain your 
approbation or to meet your acquiescence in the 
course I have pursued, st has always arisen, not 
from any want of inclination, bat from a want of 
ability on my part to have formed them better. It 
has been my constant endeavor to act wih perfect 
impartiality towards the members of this body. I 
viewed each Senator as the representative of a 
sovereign and independent State, an: as entitled to 
equal consideration from me. The p'ace from 
whieh I am about to retire, will be occupied by a 
distinguished citizen of Virginia, who has been 
called by the voice of the people to this station; 
and I should not do justice to myself if I did not 
say that I retire from it w,thout the least dissatis- 
faction; for, humble as have been my services to 
my country, | have oeen devoted to the great radi- 
cal and fundamental principle of submission to 
the voice of the people when constitutionally ex- 
pressed. 

I now return to you, one and all, my gratefal 
acknowledgmen's for the kindness and friendship 
which have always been extended towards me, and 
wish you all weil, whatever destiny may attend 
you. And when [ am far distant from you—as 
time must separate us ali even here, not to speak 
of bhereafter—as long as I shall have my recollec- 
tion to remember the associations which I have had 
with this body, I shall always be animated by the 
sentiment of kindness and friendship with which I 
take my final leave of the Senate. 

The Vice Presipenxt having retired, and the 
chair beiug occupied by Mr. Huszarp, 

Mr. MANGUM submitted the following resolu- 
tion for the consideration of the Senate: 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of the 





Senate are due and are hereby tendered to Ricuarp 
M. Jonwson, the President of the Senate, for the 
dignity and impartiality with which he has presided 
over its deliberations. 

The resolution having been read by the Secre- 


ary, 

Mr. MANGUM «aid: I do not know, sir, that it 
will be out of place in me to rise in this Senate, on 
this occasion, to notice the conduct of our presiding 
officer, for I have had the honor of a personal ac- 
quaintance with that gentleman for many years 
past; and though it has been my misfortune, during 
a great portion of that time, to take different views 
on great political questions, [ apprehend that I, in 
common with the great portion of the body of the 
people of the United States, can entertain but one 
sentiment respecting the kindness and excellence of 
his personal character; for his kindness, his genero- 
sity, his magnanimity, have placed him high in the 
estimation of every good man, without respect to 
political distinctions. I but give vent to my unaf- 
fecied feelings of respect on this occasion, yet I 
should not have arisen and obtrauded myself in ad- 
vance of others, but for the consideration that it 
would proceed with a better grace from one who 
has-taken different views, but whose private opi- 


nion of that distinguished man has never been im- 


paired. I therefore move the unanimous adeption 
of the resolution. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said: I rige, sir, with 
peculiar satisfaction to second the motion of my 
friend near me. . Perhaps that motion should have 
proceeded from myself, as one of the representa- 
tives of the State from which that gentleman comes. 
I should most undoubtedly have made such a mo- 
tion, if it had not been made by the Senator from 
North Carolina; but I am happy that my friend 
bas thought proper to offer this resolution. Sir, 
without meaning to refer at all to those great ques- 
tions of national policy on which it is my mi-for- 
tune to differ from the Vice Presipent, who has 
just retired from the chair, I bear a willing testi- 
mony to his worth. He possesses that which I 
consider as one of the best qualities of our nature— 
an excellence of heart, and a kindness of disposi- 
tion and of feeling towards all our common race. 
And in relation to the station he has filled, I can 
bear, as I do, with equal pleasure, this further tes- 
timony, that, on all occasions, be has evinced a per- 
fect impartialily; and I have been able to judge, in 
the discharge of his duties, a quality amongst the 
first, if not the very first, to be possessed 
by the presiding officer of any deliberative body. 
Sir, he has been distinguished, both in the field and 
the cabinet of his coun'ry; and wherever he has 
been known, he has been esteemed and beloved for 
his patriotism, for his worth, and for his kindness 
of heart; and I hope, in the retirement which he is 
about te enter, he may continue to enjoy that fe- 
licity which should be ever felt and experienced by 
those who, whatever may have been their errors of 
judgment—and errors of judgment all must have 
mace more or less—have the consciousness of hav- 
ing discharged, according to their best judgment, 
their duty to their country. 

The resolution was then unanimously agreed to. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business, 

And, at about 12 o'clock, adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, March 2, 1841. 

Mr. DOTY of Wiskonsan asked leave to intro- 
duce the following resolution; which was objected 
to: 

Resolved, That the hours from twelve to half 
past two o’clock be set apart for the consideration 
of Territorial business. 

M:. TILLINGHAST, on leave, presented reso- 
lutions of the State of Rhode Island, on the subject 
cf the public lands; which were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRAVES, also on leave, presented certain 
papers, (the nature of which could not be ascer- 
tained by the Reporter,) which were referred to the 
Commitiee on the Judiciary. 

‘The SPEAKER siated that there was a motion 
pending for a a call of the House. 


On the question beiag taken, there were—ayes 
47, noes 20. ~ 

So a cal.l of the House was ordered. 

The Cienx then called the roll, and one hundred 
and forty members baving answered to their 
names, and a quorum being present, 

All farther proceedings in the call were dis- 
pensed with. 

The question now recurred on the motion made 
yesterday by Mr. W.C. Jonsson, that the rules pre- 
scribing the order of business be suzpended, to enable 
him tosubmit a motion that the House proceed to the 
consideration of the bill from the Senate, entitled 
“An act to revive and continue the corporate ex- 
istence of the banks in the District of Columbia.” 

On that motion the yeas and nays were ordered, 
and resulted—yeas 74, nays 71. 

There not being two-thirds, the rules were not 
suspended. 

‘he House then, in pursuance of the resolution 
adopted yesterday, resolved itseif into a Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. Bricas in the chair,) and took 
up the following 

SENATE BILLS: 

An act granting a pension to Lemuel White; 

An act for the relief of William P. Rathbone; 

An act granting a pension to Hannah Leighton; 

An act for the relief of Jacob Seeley; 

An oct for the relief of William Jones; 

An act for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry Stone; 

An act fer the relief of Lieutenant John E. Bis- 


pham; 
An act for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh, and 
Co.; : 


An act for the relief of John Carter; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

An act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau; 

= act for the relief of Francis H. Harrison; 
an 
An act for the relief of the heirs of Miguel E:- 
ava. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
enacting clause of the last named bill. 

After some remarks by Messrs. C. JOHNSON, 
MOORE, RARIDEN, BRECKENRIDGE,LEAD- 
BETTER, DILLET, SMITH of Maine, POPE, 
WISE, DOWNING, and CRABB, the question 
was taken on striking out the enacting clause, and 
decided in the affirmative. 

The committee then rose and reported the bills, 
with various amendments, to the House. 

The act for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava, and the act for the relief of Francis A. 
Harrison, were laid aside till to-morrow, and the 
others were severally read a third time and passed. 

After the bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh 
and Co. had passed, 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the vote on its 
passage be reconsidered. 

No action was taken on the motion. It will 
come up to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. VANDERPOEL, the House 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wise in the chair,) 
and took up the bill providing for the support of 
the Military Academy fer the year 1841. 

After the bill had been read through, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved to strike out the enact- 
ing clause; which motion was rejected. 

The bill was then read by clauses, and there 
being no ameadment offergd, it was laid aside to be 
reported. : 

Mr. EVANS moved that the committee take up 
the bill making appropriation for surveys, and other 
purposes; which motion was agreed to} 

The bill was then taken up, and numerous 
amendments offered; pending: the consideration of 
which, the hour having arrived, the House took 
its usual recess. ] 


{[Evenine Session. } 
After the recess— 
The House resumed its session in Committee of 
the Whole, and after some time spent therein, the 
committee rose and reported 


The bill making appropriation for the support of - 


the Military Academy at West Point for 1841, 
without amendment, 








